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FROM THE PRESIDENT ............................................................................. Ellen Steger 
 
I hope everyone enjoyed the Thanksgiving 
weekend.  LWV-R is certainly thankful for each of 
its members and contributors. 
 
The polls are closed for the November 3rd election, 
but postelection activities are still going on, as 
they do for every election.  See pages 2-7 for a 
summary and timeline of what those postelection 
activities entail. 
 
The next election will be May 1, 2021 for local 
elections (ISD Board of Trustees, City Council & 
Mayor, bonds, etc.).  If you are interested in 
running for a local office, the deadlines to file for a 
place on the May 1, 2021 ballot are: 

• first day:  Wednesday, January 13, 2021 

• last day:  Friday, February 12, 2021

 
Page 8 has the timeline for running for the 
Richardson ISD Board of Trustees.  Most of these 
dates are set by the Texas Secretary of State and 
are good for all races. 
 
The 2020 United States Census has ended.  Now 
the Texas Legislature will redistrict the state 
based on the Census data.  Attend a virtual public 
hearing.  Make your voice heard!  Pages 10-11 
 
Dallas County’s COVID-19 risk level is currently at 
RED: STAY HOME; STAY SAFE.  See page 12 
for guidelines about safe practices for you and 
your family to try to stay healthy during this 
pandemic. 

 

Long-time LWV-Richardson contributor Charlie Burgess passed away November 23, 2020.  
Charlie is the father of LWV-R Treasurer Keith Burgess and father-in-law to LWV-R 
Communications VP Jean Richards.  Our sympathies go to Keith and his family at this sad 
time.  

Calendar 

Date Event 

Dec 3 
Deadline for electronic precinct-by-precinct 
returns to be filed with the TX Secretary of State 

Dec 4 Training for Redistricting Meeting; noon-2pm 

Dec 7 
Last day for the TX Governor to conduct the state 
canvass for the Nov General Election for state and 
county officers. 

Dec 8 Virtual public hearing on Redistricting; 6pm 

Dec 8 Deadline for resolving disputes from Nov. election 

Dec 10 Virtual public hearing on Redistricting; 6pm 

Dec 14 Electoral College votes 

Jan 6 
Joint session of US Congress to count votes & 
declare a winner from Nov. election 

Jan 13 First day to file for place on May 1 ballot 
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The November 3, 2020 Election 
 
The November 3, 2020 Election for President and Vice President of the United States was historic. 

• More people voted than ever before. 

• Biden has set a record for the highest number of votes cast for a winning presidential 
candidate (over 80 million) 

• President Donald Trump set a record for the most votes cast for a losing candidate (just under 
74 million) 

• Kamala Harris is the first female, the first Black (her father is Jamaican), and the first Asian 
American (her mother is from India) Vice President-Elect. 

 
There has been a lot of misinformation surrounding what happens after polls close on Election Day.  
The process has been summarized below. 
 
How Mail-in Ballots are Counted in Texas 

 
On November 4, 2020, the day after the election, the League of Women Voters of Richardson posted 
this Texas Tribune article titled “Here’s how votes are counted in Texas” to our Facebook page.  Take 
a look if you haven’t seen it yet. 
 

• 9.7 million people (a record) cast ballots during early voting In Texas.  That is 57% of registered 
voters 

o 8.7 million of those votes were cast in person 
o Nearly 1 million of those votes were by mail 

• At least 66% of the 17 million registered voters in Texas cast ballots (early and on Election Day). 

• Texas added 1.8 million registered voters since the 2016 Presidential Election. 
 
Each of Texas' 254 counties is responsible for counting its 
ballots, but they have specific guidelines they must follow. 
 
Texas has a post-election audit to ensure an accurate count.  

• Districts that use electronic voting systems that do 
provide a paper record of the vote have to start 
conducting a partial manual count, also known as 
canvassing, by Friday, Nov. 6.  

• It has to be done in three precincts or in 1% of the 
precincts, whichever is the larger number, and be 
completed by the 21st day after the election (November 
24, 2020) 

 
 
  Results for Texas 

From a Texas Tribune article updated Nov. 17, 2020 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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Early Voting Statistics from Dallas and Collin Counties 
November 3, 2020 Election 

 
 
 
  

From a Texas Tribune article updated Nov 17, 2020 

From a Texas Tribune article updated Nov 17, 2020 
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Election Results in Texas 
 
The November 3, 2020 Presidential Election got the most attention.  However, there were lots of races 
on every Texas ballot. 
 
Here is a webpage showing the winners of all the state-wide and Federal races in Texas. 
 

 
Note: All the races listed on this website are determined only by Texas voters 

except the race for President of the United States.  Donald Trump won the 
state of Texas, but he did not win the November 3, 2020 election nationwide. 

 

 
Go to your county elections office web page for that county’s Canvass Report of the General and Joint 
Election held on November 3, 2020: Dallas County Collin County 
 
What happens after polls close? 
 
An election is not over when the polls close on Election Day.  It is over when election administrators 
complete their postelection activities (such as counting mail-in ballots, processing provisional ballots, 
canvassing the votes) and the election results are certified.  The outcome of the election is not official 
until the completion of the canvass of votes and certification of results. 
 
Each state has its own laws governing the postelection process. 
 
The purpose of the canvass is to account for every ballot cast and to ensure that each valid vote is 
included in the official results.  For an election official, the canvass means aggregating or confirming 
every valid ballot cast and counted—absentee, early voting, Election Day, provisional, challenged, and 
uniformed and overseas citizen. The canvass enables an election official to resolve discrepancies, 
correct errors, and take any remedial actions necessary to ensure completeness and accuracy before 
certifying the election. 
 
The certification of election results is a review done by someone other than the election officials 
themselves, and it gives assurance that the election results are correct.  Certification can be done at 
the local level, but it is always done at the state level by the chief election official of the state, the state 
board of elections, or some other entity.  The certification report may include information such as 

• reconciled precinct totals, including provisional and challenged ballots. 

• reconciled vote center totals, including provisional and challenged ballots. 

• reconciled write-in totals, including provisional and challenged ballots. 

• reconciled UOCAVA ballot totals. 

• all duplicated ballots. 

• all replacement ballots issued at the polling place after a ballot was spoiled. 

• all rejected ballots. 

• documentation of the canvass board’s activities. 
 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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According to the Texas Secretary of State’s Election Advisory No. 2020-35,  

• “The canvass cannot occur until the early voting ballot board has verified and counted all 
provisional ballots …or the date on which all timely received ballots cast from addresses 
outside of the United States are counted.” 

• “For all county and precinct races, the final canvass is the local canvass.  The local canvass 
for the November 3, 2020 General Election must be held not earlier than the third day after 
election day (Friday, November 6, 2020) and not later than the fourteenth day after election 
day (Tuesday, November 17, 2020). 

• “For all district, …, federal, and statewide races, the final canvass is the state canvass.  The 
state canvass for the November 3, 2020 General Election must be held no earlier than the 18th 
day after the election day (Saturday, November 21, 2020) and no later than the thirty-third day 
after election day (Monday, December 7, 2020, as the thirty-third day falls on a Sunday).” 

 
The Electoral College 
 
The United States Constitution, Article II, Section 1, 2nd paragraph, describes how the President of 
the United States is elected: 
 

“Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a 
Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to 
which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or 
Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed 
an Elector.” 

 
Texas has 2 US Senators and 36 US Representatives.  This gives Texas a total of 38 votes in the 
Electoral College.  Texas is a ‘winner take all’ state.   

• In a ‘winner take all’ state, if a majority of voters in the state vote for the Republican 
Presidential candidate, then the Republican slate of electors is elected.   

• If a majority of voters in a state vote for the Democratic candidate, the Democratic slate of 
electors is chosen. 

• All states except Nebraska and Maine are “Winner take all’ States 

• Texas has the 2nd most electoral college votes in the United States.  California has the most, 
with 55 electoral votes. 

• Just FYI:  New York has 29 electoral votes. 
 
So, when voters cast a ballot for a person for President of the United States, they are actually voting 
for the electors already selected by the party of that candidate.  Those electors pledge to vote for their 
party’s candidate, if they are selected as Electoral College electors. 

• The Texas State Republican Convention was held July 16-18, 2020 in Houston. 

• The Texas Democratic Convention was held June 1, 2020 in Travis County. 
  

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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All of Texas’s 38 Electoral College votes will be cast by the Texas Electoral College representatives 
for Donald J. Trump, who won the US Presidential Election in Texas. 
 

 
Electoral votes, out of 538, allocated to each state and the District of Columbia for presidential elections held in 2012, 2016 and 2020, 
based on congressional representation, which depends on population data from the 2010 Census. Every jurisdiction is entitled to at least 
3. In Maine and Nebraska, two electoral votes go per the statewide popular vote, and for each congressional district (two and three, 
respectively), one electoral vote goes per the plurality of the popular votes in that district (the numbers in circles indicate district numbers). 

Source:  Wikipedia 
 

December 8, 2020 is the deadline for resolving Election Disputes.  All state recounts and court contests 
over the Presidential Election must be completed by this date. 
 
The Electoral College never meets as one body.  Electors meet in their respective state capitals 
(electors from the District of Columbia meet within the District) on the same day.  The US Congress 
has set the Monday after the second Wednesday in December as the day they meet.  This year, the 
Electoral College electors will cast their ballots on Monday, December 14, 2020. 
 
Each elector submits a written ballot with the name of a candidate for President.  The ballots are 
counted and the result is announced.  Then the process is repeated, casting votes for Vice President. 
 
Under the Electoral Count Act each state's electors must complete six Certificates of Vote. Each 
Certificate of Vote must be signed by all of the electors and a Certificate of Ascertainment must be 
attached to each of the Certificates of Vote. Each Certificate of Vote must include the names of those 
who received an electoral vote for either the office of President or of Vice President. The electors certify 
the Certificates of Vote, and copies of the Certificates are then sent as follow: 

• One is sent by registered mail to the President of the Senate (who usually is the incumbent 
Vice President of the United States); 

• Two are sent by registered mail to the Archivist of the United States; 

• Two are sent to the state's Secretary of State; and 

• One is sent to the chief judge of the United States District Court where those electors met. 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_district_court
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A staff member of the President of the Senate collects the Certificates of Vote as they arrive and 
prepares them for the joint session of the Congress. The Certificates are arranged – unopened – in 
alphabetical order and placed in two special mahogany boxes.  Alabama through Missouri (including 
the District of Columbia) are placed in one box and Montana through Wyoming are placed in the other 
box.  Before 1950, the U.S. Secretary of State's office oversaw the certifications, but since then, the 
Office of Federal Register in the Archivist's office reviews them to make sure the documents sent to the 
archive and Congress match and that all formalities have been followed, sometimes requiring states to 
correct the documents. 
 

Note:  An elector votes for each office, but at least one of these votes (president or vice 
president) must be cast for a person who is not a resident of the same state as 
that elector. 

This basically means that the President and Vice President of the United States cannot 
be from the same state. 
 

The Twelfth Amendment to the US Constitution mandates Congress assemble in joint session to count 
the electoral votes and declare the winners of the election.  The session is ordinarily required to take 
place on January 6 in the calendar year immediately following the meetings of the presidential electors.  
The US Congress will meet in joint session on January 6, 2021 to count electoral votes and declare the 
results of the November 3, 2020 election. 
 
The candidate who receives a majority of the Electoral College votes (270) is declared the winner of 
the November Election.  Section 1 of the 20th amendment to the Constitution specifies that the term of 
each elected President of the United States begins at noon on January 20 of the year following the 
election.  Each president must take the oath of office before assuming the duties of the position. 
 
 
Was the League’s Vote411.org used in the November Election? 
 

• VOTE411 had over 7.7 million sessions from Jan 
1st through Election Day 2020, and nearly 6.7 million 
of those sessions included the online voters’ guides!  

• That represents a 141% increase in sessions 
nationwide to voters’ guides on VOTE411 as 
compared to the 2016 cycle (technically the most 
comparable election cycle). 

• That represents a 20% increase over the 2018 election cycle (the previous year with the most 
sessions). These are amazing numbers and show just how much the voters turn to the League 
to find the information they need on Election Day. 

• For the November 3rd election, Vote411.org had detailed candidate information on over 41,000 
candidates from 22,000 races in all 50 states and DC. That means that we had nearly 20,000 
MORE candidates on VOTE411.org than in the 2018 cycle, and 28,000 MORE candidates than 
the 2016 Presidential election. 

• Over 450 Leagues from 44 states (including DC) participated in the voters’ guide program this 
cycle.  

.org 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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TENTATIVE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MAY 1, 2021 BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTION 
 

DATE   EVENT 
 

JANUARY 5, 2021 Candidate packets available in Elections office and by requesting on RISD Website 
 

JANUARY 13, 2021  First Day to file for a place on the ballot. 

 

FEBRUARY 10, 2021  Candidate Training with current Board of Trustee Members. 

    6:00PM, R.I.S.D. Arzell Ball Center Room 214 

 

FEBRUARY 12, 2021 Last day to file for an application for a place on the ballot (5:00PM).  
  

 Last day to order an Election 
 

FEBRUARY 16, 2021 5:00 pm deadline for write-in candidates to file Declarations of Write-In Candidacy in a 

regular election. 
 

FEBRUARY 19, 2021 5:00pm deadline for a candidate to withdraw, by submission of a Certificate of 

Withdrawal or a notarized letter. 
  

First day that an election may be cancelled if all filing deadlines have passed and each 

candidate for an office listed on the ballot is unopposed. 
 

10:00AM Drawing for ballot position for Single Member District 1, and At-Large Place 

7. Room 205, R.I.S.D.  Administration Building 
 

MARCH 12, 2021 Mandatory office hours begin- open 3 hours/ day for election business through July 10, 

2021. 
 

APRIL 1-APRIL 21, 2021 Period during which Notice of Election must be published 
 

APRIL 1, 2021 Campaign Finance Report Due 30 Days before the Election 

 For the dates of January 1, 2021- March 22, 2021 
 

Last day to register to Vote. 
 

APRIL 2, 2021 Last day for a voter to make a change of address that will be effective for the election. 
 

APRIL 10, 2021 Last day to post notice of election on bulletin board used for posting notices of meetings. 
 

APRIL 19, 2021 First day to vote early in person 
 

APRIL 23, 2021 Campaign Finance Report Due 8 Days before the Election 

 For the dates of March 23, 2021- April 21, 2021 
 

APRIL 27, 2021 Last day to vote early by personal appearance 
 

MAY 1, 2021 Election Day 

 

MAY 5- 15, 2021 Period during which to conduct official local canvass of returns once the ballot board has 

finished counting late ballots.  

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org


Vol. 60, No. 6 
December 2020 

Editor:  Diana Lace 

 

300 North Coit Road, Suite 125 9 website: www.lwvrichardson.org 

Richardson, TX 75080  Facebook: League of Women Voters of Richardson 

(972) 470-0584  Twitter: @LWVRichardson 

  email: league@lwvrichardson.org 

 
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled on October 13, 2020, to end data collection 
for the 2020 United States Census.  Data collection ended 15 days before 
it was scheduled to end. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Just over 70% of Richardson households 
self-responded.  

• In 2010, Richardson’s self-response rate 
was 74.9%. 
 
 
 
Click here to see more census data. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
By October 28, 2020, which was after enumeration*, 
every state in the United States achieved a 99.9% 
response from households, according to the 2020 US 
Census.   
 

• 62.8% of households self-responded in Texas 

• 37.1% of nonresponse households were enumerated 
in an in-person follow-up in Texas 

• 99.9% of households were counted in Texas 
 
* ‘Enumeration’ is a complete, ordered listing of all the items in a 
collection.  In this case, the ‘collection’ is all households in the United 
States. 

  

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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District lines will be redrawn by Texas legislators after the 2020 census.  Learn about 
redistricting, including why and how to prepare public testimony. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The League of Women Voters of Texas and Fair Maps Texas will be hosting a 
community training on December 4th to help Texans prepare testimony to submit to 
the House and Senate Redistricting Committee.  
 
Invited speakers include  

• Stephanie Swanson, Issue Chair of Redistricting for the League of Women Voters 
of Texas and  

• Joaquin Gonzales, Staff Attorney with the Texas Civil Rights Project.  
 
Click here to register. Click here to spread the word on Facebook. 
 
 

 
 
 
LWV-Richardson held a training 
session on November 9, 2019. 
 

See it here. 
 

 

 

 

Panelists were 

• Elisabeth MacNamara, immediate past President of the League of Women Voters 
United States 

• Representative Ana-Maria Ramos, Texas House District 102 
• Dr. Robert Lowry, Professor in the Political Science Program of the School of 

Economic, Political and Policy Sciences at UT Dallas  

Training on Preparing Testimony 
December 4, 2020 

Noon – 2pm 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K-M8UhNtYE8&t=4562s
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Tuesday, December 8, 2020 6 PM - Click here to 
register to provide testimony, Click here to help us 
spread the word on Facebook, Click here to help us 
spread the word on Twitter, 
 

Thursday, December 10, 2020 6 PM - Click here to 
register to provide testimony, Click here to help us 
spread the word on Facebook, Click here to help us 
spread the word on Twitter 

 

The public has a right to be a part of the policy-making process. Because the Texas Legislature's 
rules do not allow for virtual hearings, neither the House or Senate Redistricting Committees will hold 
any more public input hearings before the legislative session begins. The Fair Maps Texas Coalition is 
urging the House and Senate leadership to develop a contingency plan to allow for public hearings.  
 

Fair Maps Texas will also hold virtual public input hearings so that the public can be a part 
of the legislative process. While these hearings will not be official hearings, the testimony will 
be transcribed so that written testimony can be submitted directly to both the House and 
Senate Redistricting Committees and become a part of the official record. This is your opportunity to 
make your voice heard! 
 

Texas has already begun the process of redrawing the state and federal legislative districts for the 2021 
round of redistricting. Unfortunately, the COVID-19 pandemic caused significant disruptions to the public 
input hearing schedule that both the House and Senate Redistricting Committees adopted in 2019. By 
the time the pandemic worsened in March of 2020, the House Redistricting Committee had held only 13 
of the 28 scheduled public input hearings, and the Senate Redistricting Committee had yet to hold a 
single hearing.  
 

The purpose of those hearings was to solicit public input about a region’s unique geographic and 
demographic characteristics from those residents most familiar with their own neighborhoods, as well 
as ways to improve the upcoming redistricting process. Community members' testimony provides 
context to the 2020 Census data and assists the Legislature when it draws district boundaries, so 
that district lines are drawn to keep communities whole and grouped with nearby communities with 
similar interests.  

Make your voice heard on Redistricting in Texas! 
  

 

  
Empowering Voters.  Defending Democracy. 
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Dallas County’s Covid-19 risk level is Red: Stay Home; Stay Safe. 

 
From the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS):  The DSHS recommends these 
everyday actions to help prevent the spread of any respiratory virus, including COVID-19: 

• Wash hands often for 20 seconds and encourage others to do the same. Use 
hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are unavailable. 

• Wear a cloth face covering in public and during large gatherings. 
• Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue, then throw the tissue away. 
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 
• Disinfect surfaces, buttons, handles, knobs, and other places touched often. 
• Stay six feet apart from others. 
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

 
Data from the Texas Department of State Health Services 

updated at 2:10pm, November 29, 2020: 

 Cases by County Active Cases by County 

Dallas County 122,923 19,025 

Collin County 26,192 3,295 

 
 
Symptoms of COVID-19 

• Fever 

• Cough 

• Shortness of Breath 
 
Other symptoms may include 

• Chills 

• Fatigue 

• Muscle or body aches 

• Headache 

• New loss of taste or smell 

• Sore throat 

• Congestion or runny nose 

• Nausea or vomiting 

• Diarrhea 
  

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/coronavirus/
https://txdshs.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/ed483ecd702b4298ab01e8b9cafc8b83
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You counted on the League of Women Voters of 
Richardson to provide factual, nonpartisan 
information for the November 3rd election, as well as 
for every election. 
 
The League of Women Voters of Richardson 
operates solely on contributions made by local 
community residents and businesses, so we 
need your support. 
 
The Richardson League does not get any money from membership dues. 
 
All donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

• Return the pledge card (below) with your donation   -or-  

• NEW!  log into our website, http://www.lwvrichardson.org, and click on the Donate 
Button to use PayPal. 

 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To make a donation to The League of Women Voters of Richardson: 
• Return this pledge card with a check payable to League of Women Voters of Richardson and 

mail to the address above    -or- 

• Go to our website, http://www.lwvrichardson.org, and click on the Donate Button to use PayPal 
 

All donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 
 

From: 
Name:  ____________________________________________________________________  
 
Email*:  ____________________________________________________________________  

*Email will be used to send donors the Richardson League’s newsletter and will not be shared. 
  

Mail to:  League of Women Voters of Richardson 
300 North Coit Road, Suite 125 
Richardson, TX 75080 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
http://www.lwvrichardson.org/
http://www.lwvrichardson.org/
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To join:  
 

• Mail the form below with your dues check    -or- 

• NEW!  Log onto our website to use PayPal.  If using 
PayPal, you will pay $56 for a single membership and 
pay $84 for two members in the same household. 

o If you are a new member, go to the Join page; 
o If you are a returning member, go to the Renew page. 

 
The League of Women Voters of Richardson is a 501c3 nonprofit organization. 
All membership dues are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 
 

 

 
 

If paid by check If paid by check 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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