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FROM THE PRESIDENT  

By Ellen Steger 
 

The fiscal year for your Richardson League is 
drawing to a close.  I hope you’ll plan on attending 
our Annual Meeting on Wednesday, May 5, 
2021, 7pm, via Zoom.  If you are a member of 
LWV-Richardson, you should have received an 
email on April 21st inviting you to the Zoom event.  
The link to Zoom was included in the email, as 
was the handbook, giving you information needed 
to participate in the Annual Meeting.  It’s at the Annual Meeting that the membership 
conducts business, including voting on the budget and on the slate of officers and 
directors for next year.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 
president@lwvrichardson.org. 
 
 

Early voting is over for the May 1, 2021, Local Elections.  
However, today (Saturday, May 1, 2021) is Election Day.  If you 
haven’t voted yet, this is your last chance!  See pages 3-8 for 
what’s on your ballot and where you can vote on Election Day.  
If a runoff is needed, it will be held on Saturday, June 5, 2021.  
As always, your Richardson League will have all the information 
you need to vote in the runoff election, if one is needed. 

  

Calendar 

Date Event 

May 1 Local elections 

May 5 LWV-R Annual Meeting, 7pm, via Zoom 

May 31 LWV-R fiscal year ends 

June 5 Runoff Election, if needed 
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Save the date!  
 
Once a year, the League of Women Voters of 
Richardson holds its Annual Meeting.  At this meeting, 
we conduct business, including voting on the slate of 
officers and directors for next year. 
 
As we did last year, this year's Annual Meeting will be 
held via Zoom: 
 

Wednesday, May 5, 2021 
7:00pm 

 
All members should have received an email on April 21, 2021, with the Zoom invitation 
to the Annual Meeting.  The email included an attachment of the Annual Meeting 
Workbook.  The workbook contains information you will need in order to participate in 
the meeting. 
 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact: 

Ellen Steger 
president@lwvrichardson.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hope to 'see' you at the Annual Meeting! 
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Voter Service 
By Pamela Wren, Voter Service Vice President ................................... voterservice@lwvrichardson.org 
 

May 1, 2021 Elections 
 

From the Texas Secretary of State’s website: “The uniform election date in May of an odd-numbered 
year is a date in which many local political subdivisions, such as cities, school districts, and water 
districts have their regular general elections for members of their governing bodies or special elections 
to fill vacancies.” 
 

The Uniform Election Date for Texas is May 1, 2021.   
 
All registered voters who live in the City of Richardson will vote on:  

• Richardson Mayor and City Council (All 7 Places are on the ballot; 2 places are contested) 
 

All registered voters who live in the Richardson ISD will vote on: 

• At-Large Place 7 (contested) 

• RISD Bond (Proposition A and Proposition B) 
 

All registered voters who live in Single-Member District 1 of the Richardson ISD will vote on: 

• Single-member District 1 (contested) 
 

All registered voters who live in the Collin County portion of Richardson will vote on: 

• Plano ISD Board of Trustees (Places 1, 2, 3, and 6 are on the ballot; all places are contested) 

• Collin College Board of Trustees (Places 7, 8, and 9 are on the ballot; all places are contested) 
 

All registered voters who live in the City of Garland will vote on: 

• Garland City Council (Mayor and Districts 1 (unfinished term), 3, 6, 7, and 8; 3 districts are 
contested; You must live in the district to vote in that district.) 

 

All registered voters who live in the City of Dallas will vote on: 

• Dallas City Council (Districts 1-14; All districts are contested.  You must live in the district to vote 
in that district.) 

• 2 Special Charter Amendments 
 

See pages 4-8 for more details.  
 

Go to www.lwvrichardson.org  
for information about 

• What’s on your ballot 

• Voter Guides 

• Forums 

• Where/when to vote 
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May 1, 2021 Elections 
 

City of Richardson Mayor and City Council Election 
 
The Richardson Mayor and all six councilmembers are on the May 1, 2021 ballot.  All registered 
voters living in the City of Richardson vote in all seven places.  Candidates from the two contested 
places are listed below in ballot order: 
 
Place 4:  View forum here. 

• Incumbent Kyle Kepner 

• Joe Corcoran 
 
Place 6:  View forum here. 

• Daniel Burdette 

• Marilyn Frederick 

• Arefin Shamsul 
 

Responsibilities 

Council members are responsible for 

• hiring the City Manager,  

• appointing the City Attorney, City Secretary, Municipal Court Judges, City Health Officer and 
citizens to the City’s boards and commissions, 

• passing City ordinances,  

• planning for capital improvements,  

• issuing and selling municipal bonds,  

• purchasing and selling property,  

• establishing City departments,  

• determining City services,  

• approving the annual budget, and  

• setting the City’s tax rate.  
 
The City Manager is responsible for the City’s daily operations, hiring department heads, supervising 
the City personnel, directing and coordinating all municipal programs, enforcing all municipal laws 
and ordinances, and recommending an annual budget. 
 
Elections 
 
The Richardson City Council consists of the Mayor, two at-large seats and four place seats (that have 
a geographical requirement). Though members representing Places 1 thru 4 must reside in those areas, 
all members of the City Council are elected at-large by voters. Once elected, councilmembers choose 
the Mayor Pro Tem from among the elected members. All City Council seats carry two-year terms and 
are up for election during May of every odd year. Term limits for membership on the City Council are 
limited to 6 terms, or 12 consecutive years.  

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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May 1, 2021 Elections 
 

Richardson Independent School District (RISD) Board of 
Trustees 
 
The May 1, 2021 election will finalize the move to the 5-2 system (5 trustees 
voted from single-member districts and 2 trustees voted at-large).  All 
registered voters living in the Richardson ISD may vote for candidates running 
in At-Large Place 7.  Only registered voters living in Single-Member District 1 
of the Richardson ISD may vote for candidates running in Single-Member 
District 1. 
 
Candidates from the two contested races are listed below in ballot order: 

 
Single-Member District 1.  You must live in District 1 to 
vote in the District 1 election.  View forum here. 

• Vicky Suarez 

• Tony Mario Casagrande 

• Megan Timme 
 
At-Large Place 7.  All voters in the RISD may vote in this 
election. 
View forum for ballot places 1-3 here. 
View forum for ballot positions 4-7 here. 

• Nicole Foster 

• Amanda Clair 

• Blake Sawyer 

• Eric Stengel 

• Christopher J Poteet 

• Gavin Haynes 

• Nicholas LaGrassa 
 
Responsibilities 
 
The Board of Trustees has the executive power and duty to govern and oversee the management of 
RISD.  Acting as a collective body, the Board sets the direction for the school district. Some of the 
Board’s general responsibilities include: 

• Setting district policies and supporting administrators and teachers in the execution of those 
policies. 

• Employing and evaluating the superintendent. 

• Adopting the annual budget. 

• Levying/collecting taxes and issuing bonds. 

• Peforming specific duties imposed by the state. 
  

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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May 1, 2021 Elections 
 

Richardson Independent School District (RISD) Bond 
 

On February 8, 2021, the Richardson ISD trustees voted to place two bond 
propositions on the May 1, 2021 ballot. 
 
According to the Richardson ISD website:  
 
“Bond 2021 will be the first phase of RISD’s transition into a middle school model 
that will eventually lead to all eight junior highs being transformed into campuses 
serving sixth, seventh, and eighth grade,” Dr. Stone said. “This also would open 

up space at our elementary campuses that would be used to expand our Pre-K for All initiative. Bond 
2021 is the beginning of RISD’s long-range facilities vision.” 
 
“Some of the anticipated projects the proposed Bond 2021 package would fund include: 
 

• Repair and maintain schools 
• Expand schools experiencing enrollment growth 
• Begin the process of transforming junior highs as RISD moves to a middle school model 
• Renovate aging campuses based on condition assessments 
• Provide safety and security enhancements for schools 
• Update instructional materials and equipment for students 
• Provide new school buses and district vehicles for maintenance and security 
• Provide updated computer devices for students and staff, and upgrades to the district’s 

technology infrastructure 
 
Proposition A – $694 million: Includes projects related to capital construction, infrastructure, repairs, 

safety and security, student instruction, and equipment. 
Proposition B – $56 million: Includes student and staff technology. 

Click here for ballot language of the 2 propositions. 

Proposed projects in Bond 2021 include the first phase of a long-range facilities vision to replace or 
renovate RISD schools based on age and condition. RISD campuses are as old as 69 years, with an 
average age of 53 years. Bond 2021 also begins RISD’s middle school transformations to 
accommodate the move of sixth-graders from elementary schools to junior high buildings, creating 
middle schools to serve students in grades 6, 7 and 8.” 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
https://web.risd.org/home/risd-trustees-call-for-may-1-bond-election/
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May 1, 2021 Elections 
 

Collin College Board of Trustees 
 
Collin College is led by a nine-member, elected 
Board of Trustees along with the district president.  Board members serve six-year staggered terms 
and are not subject to term limits.  Candidates run for specific seats and represent the community at 
large. 

Place 7 

• Incumbent Jim Orr 

• Helen Chang 
 
Place 8 

• Misty Irby 

• Incumbent Dr. James Robert  
“Bob” Collins 

Place 9 

• Incumbent Andrew Hardin 

• Jacoby Stewart 
 

 

 
Plano ISD Board of Trustees 
 
From the Plano ISD website: 
“The Plano ISD Board of Trustees consists of seven members elected to serve, without compensation, 
for overlapping terms of four years each. Operating within the legal parameters of the state and federal 
constitutions, statutes, courts and administrative agencies, the board is charged with the responsibility 
of providing the finest educational program possible for the students in the district. School trustees 
make all final decisions regarding school district priorities, policies, personnel, textbooks, expenditures 
and growth management. Trustees adopt a budget which is necessary to maintain and operate the 
schools, levy taxes to support the budget and submit bond issues to the citizens of the district to finance 
construction projects. The board employs and evaluates the superintendent of schools, and selects 
and supervises the internal auditor.” 
 
“To be elected to the Plano ISD Board of Trustees, a candidate must receive a plurality of votes, 
meaning more votes than any other candidate, except as otherwise provided by law.” 

Place 1 

• Lauren Tyra 

• Shafik Ben Guesmia  

• Semida Voicu 
 
Place 2 

• Dayna Oscherwitz 

• Ajikwaga Felli 

• Incumbent Angela Powell 

Place 3 

• Incumbent Nancy C. Humphrey 

• Lynn Walling 
 
Place 6 

• Marilyn Loughray 

• Incumbent Jeri Chambers 
 

  

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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May 1, 2021 Elections 
 

City of Garland City Council Election 
 
Candidates from the contested races are listed below: 
 
Mayor:   

• Incumbent Scott LeMay 

• Roel Garcia 
 
District 1: 

• John Grimley 

• Angie Whitney 

• Jeff Bass 
 
District 3: 

• Ed Moore 

• Angela Graham-West 

• PC Mathew 

• Vicki Jackson-High 
 
 

City of Dallas City Council Election 
 
All 14 council districts are single-member 
districts.  You must live in the district to vote in that 
race. 
  
There are 56 candidates vying for the 14 council 
seats.  A list of all candidates who filed is on the City 
of Dallas website. 
 
 
Click here for ballot language for the 2 proposed 
amendments to the City Charter. 
 
 
 

If a winner is not determined for any of the races on 
May 1, 2021, the runoff election will be 

Saturday, June 5, 2021 
  

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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Communications 
By Jean Richards, Communications Vice President ..................... communications@lwvrichardson.org  

 
Recently, the LWV-Richardson board voted to begin using ClubExpress, a tool that provides not only a platform 
to host a new website, but also strong member management and communications tools.  As we begin the 
process of using the ClubExpress platform, I wanted to remind everyone of our existing communications tools. 
 
Email – Email is the main way in which we currently communicate with our members.  When an email is sent to 
LWV-Richardson members, it is sent BCC – blind carbon copy.  This means that the entire membership receives 
the email, but individual members’ emails addresses are not shown in the “TO” line.   
 
Facebook – We are currently using a Public Facebook Group for LWV-Richardson information.  If you want to 
see posts in your newsfeed, join the group.  You can also share posts.  Currently, our Public Facebook Group 
has 157 members. 
 
Twitter – Most of the posts that go on Facebook also go on our Twitter feed, which currently has 254 followers. 
 
Many of our Facebook and Twitter posts have only bare-bones information in them, due to space 
limitations.  Frequently, we direct the readers of those posts to our website for more complete information. 
 
Website – The League of Women Voters of Richardson website is where we do the heavy lifting of 
communications with the general public.  Here, you can find: 
 

• League-produced information about the next upcoming election, including embedded videos of our 
candidate forums, printable Voter Guides, a link to personalized online information at VOTE411, and links 
to forums and Voter Guides produced by LWV-Dallas and LWV-Collin for races that overlap our coverage 
area; 

• Links to current election sample ballots, early voting and Election Day polling places and hours, 
information about voter identification and voting by mail, and a list of important dates; 

• Links to current issues that LWV-Texas is following in the Texas Legislature, links to a tool for contacting 
your elected officials about those issues, and our Guide to Elected Officials, listing the names, contact 
information, and terms of office of elected officials at all levels; 

• LOTS of general information about voting and elections; 
• Educational materials, including videos of past LWV-Richardson public programs, past VOTER 

newsletters, and articles about Getting Involved and Running for Local Office; 
• Our Member Handbook; and 
• Online forms to join and/or donate to LWV-Richardson. 

 
Website statistics – Elections bring a lot of people to our website.  Over the last 30 days: 
 

• Visitors had 1,398 sessions on the website (a 464% increase over the previous 30 days); 
• There were 980 unique visitors (a 487% increase over the previous 30 days); 
• 95.82% of site visitors were new to the website. 

 
If you have not yet taken the time to view the information on the LWV-Richardson website, please do so.  Many 
thanks to webmaster Tom Barrett for his stellar work in organizing the material and keeping it updated. 
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You counted on the League of Women Voters of 
Richardson to provide factual, nonpartisan 
information for the November 3rd election, as well as 
for every election. 
 
The League of Women Voters of Richardson 
operates solely on contributions made by local 
community residents and businesses, so we 
need your support. 
 
The Richardson League does not get any money from membership dues. 
 
All donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

• Return the pledge card (below) with your donation   -or-  

• NEW!  log into our website, http://www.lwvrichardson.org, and click on the Donate 
Button to use PayPal. 

 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To make a donation to The League of Women Voters of Richardson: 
• Return this pledge card with a check payable to League of Women Voters of Richardson and 

mail to the address above    -or- 

• Go to our website, http://www.lwvrichardson.org, and click on the Donate Button to use PayPal 
 

All donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 
 

From: 
Name:  ____________________________________________________________________  
 
Email*:  ____________________________________________________________________  

*Email will be used to send donors the Richardson League’s newsletter and will not be shared. 
  

Mail to:  League of Women Voters of Richardson 
300 North Coit Road, Suite 125 
Richardson, TX 75080 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
http://www.lwvrichardson.org/
http://www.lwvrichardson.org/
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Membership Form 
 

 

 

Our mission:  Empowering voters.  Defending democracy. 
 

 

 
 

Mail this form and check payable to “League of Women Voters of Richardson” to:   

League of Women Voters of Richardson, 300 North Coit Road, Suite 125, Richardson, TX 75080 

The League of Women Voters of Richardson is a 501c3 nonprofit organization.   

All membership dues are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

 

Name  ____________________________________________________ If transfer, previous League  __________________________  

Address  __________________________________________________ City  ________________________ Zip Code  ____________  

Phone  _____________________ Date of Birth  _______________ Email address  _________________________________________  

Additional Member Name ____________________________________ If transfer, previous League  __________________________  

Phone  _____________________ Date of Birth  _______________ Email address  _________________________________________  

☐ $54.00 one member ☐ $81.00 two members same household ☐ free one-year student membership 

  School _________________________  

 

Please check all areas that you are interested in: 

 forums prior to local elections 

 voter registration events 

 nonpartisan Voter Guides for local elections 

 programs to educate the voting public 

 Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). 

 social media 
 

 

 

Please consider making a donation to LWV-R.  All dues paid to LWV-R are passed on in their entirety to the state and 

national leagues.  LWV-R gets no portion of membership dues.  Also, please check to see if your employer will match gifts 

for employees, employees’ spouses, or retired employees.  

 

  Amount of donation:  $ ______________ 

 
 

The League is nonpartisan.  We do not support or oppose candidates or political parties. 

 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org

