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Candidates for Place 4 participated in the forum (in ballot order): 
 Place 4, ballot position 1 Bonnie Abadie 
 Place 4, ballot position 2 Lanet Greenhaw 
 Pace 4, ballot position 3 Rachel Chumney 
 
Each candidate was given one minute to answer the question.  The candidates rotated 
answering the question first.  There was no time allotted for rebuttal.  The candidates 
were given 1½ minutes for a closing statement.  Closing statements were given in 
reverse ballot order. 
 
Below is a list of the questions asked at the April 16, 2013, Richardson ISD Board of 
Trustees Candidate Forum and the time on the video when the question is asked. 
 

Question # Question Time 

1 How have you prepared yourself to serve on the Board of 
Trustees? 

0:40 

2 The Homestead Exemption is very important to RISD 
taxpayers.  Will you pledge to continue the exemption? 

3:40 

3 What specific experiences have you had with RISD’s 
racial, religious, and/or non-English-speaking minority 
communities?  What qualifies you to represent these 
communities? 

6:10 

4 The Newtown shooting incident has raised questions 
about how to best protect children while they attend 
school.  What is your view of the recent NRA 
recommendation that school districts provide armed 
security at each one of its campuses, and what approach 
do you advocate to protect the students in RISD? 

9:45 

5 Does the district do enough to identify children with 
learning differences at early ages?  Do teachers need 
additional training or resources to help them identify those 
students? 

13:00 

6 What are your thoughts concerning how to provide 
technology upgrades to the schools for classroom 
instruction? 

16:31 

7 What is your philosophy on school transfers?  Do you 
approve of transfers for social reasons? 

19:33 
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8 Who is in charge of seeing that the curriculum follows the 

SBOE mandated guidelines?  What will you do to maintain 
the integrity of the curriculum writing process? 

22:45 

9 How many School Board meeting have you attended in the 
past two years, and how many Board meetings have you 
been to since you filed for office? 

26:02 

10 What are your ideas to ensure RISD will recruit and retain 
high-quality educators and require accountability from 
them? 

28:25 

11 What do you feel are the three biggest challenges facing 
RISD?  Why? 

32:00 

12 Do you support or oppose moving 6th grade out of the 
elementary schools and into a more traditional middle 
school environment of 6th, 7th or 8th grade?  Please give 
your reason(s) for your support or opposition. 

35:12 

13 An important role for a board member is legislative 
advocacy on behalf of all of the children of RISD.  Give an 
example of your efforts over the past year or two. 

38:20 

14 What improvements, if any, need to be made to the 
district’s dyslexia program? 

41:40 

15 Do you think the Board of Trustees adequately represents 
special interest groups within the community?  What 
changes, if any, would you make to board processes so 
that such groups can make their voices heard? 

45:05 

16 What qualifications and experience do you have to 
oversee RISD’s $250 million budget and manage a CEO-
level executive such as the superintendent? 

48:50 

 Closing statements 51:58 

 


