
Vol. 59, No. 9 
April 2020 

Editor:  Diana Lace 

 

300 North Coit Road, Suite 125 1 website: www.lwvrichardson.org 

Richardson, TX 75080  Facebook: League of Women Voters of Richardson 

(972) 470-0584  Twitter: @LWVRichardson 

  email: league@lwvrichardson.org 

 

VOTER 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FROM THE PRESIDENT 
By Jean Richards 
 

What a difference a month makes. 

 

In last month’s VOTER, we were getting ready for Super Tuesday, scheduling social gatherings and 

public informational meetings, scheduling CHIP help sessions, and preparing for the May school board 

election. 

 

With the spread of the coronavirus, social gatherings and public meetings are canceled and elections 

are being postponed.  We are under orders to stay in our homes.  For many of us, elections are the 

last things on our minds. 

 

We SHOULD be thinking about elections, though.  Elections matter.  And if there was ever a time when 

Americans began to realize the importance of government – at all levels – to their lives and wellbeing, 

this is it. 

 

So for now, we stay home to slow the spread of this illness.  We protect the most vulnerable, and try to 

support those who have lost their livelihoods.  We thank our elected officials, government staff, medical 

personnel, and workers throughout the community who are keeping things running.  And we keep in 

mind the importance of elections. 

 

The mission of the League of Women Voters is this:  Empowering Voters.  Defending Democracy.  

We will find ways to continue the work of the League at this difficult time.   
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VOTING AND THE CORONAVIRUS 
 

The League of Women Voters of the United States issued a press release calling on all states to expand 
no-excuse absentee voting and mail-in ballots due to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) outbreak.  Currently, 
to be eligible to vote early by mail in Texas, you must: 

 be 65 years or older; 

 be disabled; 

 be out of the county on Election Day and during the period for Early Voting by personal 
appearance; or 

 be confined in jail, but otherwise eligible. 

 
 
LWVTX Convention 
 

The LWVTX Convention that was scheduled to be held in Austin the weekend of April 17-19 will be 
held by videoconference on April 18.  Only official delegates for each local League will be permitted to 
participate in the scheduled videoconference.   
 
Delegates for LWV-Richardson are: 
 Jean Richards 
 Jessica Hook 
 Pam Wren 
 Liz Harling 

 

 
LWV-Richardson monthly social 
 

The LWV-Richardson monthly socials have been suspended until further notice.  We had a great 
turnout last month at Communion Neighborhood Cooperative.   
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Richardson ISD Board of Trustees Elections – 
postponed 

 
The Richardson ISD Board of Trustees had called an election on 
May 2, 2020, for Single-Member District 3 (Debbie Renteria is 
running unopposed) and At-Large Place 6 (Eric Eager and Bridgett 
Hudson are running against each other). 

 
Texas Governor Abbott issued a proclamation suspending certain provisions of the 
Texas Election Code that will allow local elections to be postponed until the November 
3, 2020 election.  On March 30th, the Richardson ISD Board of Trustees voted in a video 
conference to postpone the May elections until November 3, 2020. 
 

 
 

 
Primary Runoff Election Postponed  

 
On March 20, 2020, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott issued a 
proclamation postponing the runoff primary election scheduled 
for May 26 until July 14 as part of the state's effort to stop the 
spread of COVID-19. 
 
 
 
 

 
SNAP and Medicaid 
 
 

From the Texas Health and Human Services website regarding Coronavirus Information 
for People Receiving Services: 
 

Current SNAP and Medicaid recipients will have their benefits renewed 
automatically. No further action is necessary at this time, and recipients will 
be notified by mail when it is time to renew their benefits. You do not need to 
call us.  

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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It doesn’t matter if you are a  

U.S. Citizen or not. 
 

If you are living in the United States on  
April 1, 2020,  

YOU must be counted in the  
2020 United States Federal Census. 

 
 

 
 
 

 It’s about fair representation 
o Texas will probably add 2-3 United 

States House Representatives, but 
only if everyone is counted. 

 It’s about $675 billion per year for 10 
years 
o A 1% undercount could cost Teas 

$300 million per year in federal 
funding for each of the next 10 
years. 

 It’s about redistricting 

 It’s in the United States Constitution 

 It’s your civic duty to participate. 
 
 
 
 

Most Texas residents live in census tracts 
(geographic areas that include 1,200 to 8,000 residents) 

that exceed the national average for low response scores. 
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You should have already received your 
invitation by mail.  It includes the web 
address and the 12-digit password to be 
able to fill out the census online. 

With the Covid-19 pandemic, nobody 
wants a Census worker to come to 
their home. 
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As of March 25, 2020, less than 1 in 3 Richardson 

households have responded to the 2020 Census! 

Every 1% undercount in Dallas County is estimated to result in a loss of 

more than $40 million a year in federal funding 
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