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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
By Jean Richards 
 
As we come to the end of Early Voting for the November 5th election, our thoughts are with our neighbors in 
Richardson, Dallas, and other areas whose lives were disrupted by the recent tornado.  Unexpected events like 
this help remind us how important our local governments can be in times of crisis.  Our city, county, and school 
district officials have stepped up to respond, helping affected families in this time of disruption to their daily lives.   
 
Let’s all be sure to keep not only residents who were directly affected in our thoughts, but also our public servants 
– the first responders, community volunteers, utility workers, elected officials, and government staff who 
coordinate all manner of services to meet the public’s needs.  For information on what you can do to help, see 
the article on page 12. 
  

Calendar 

Date Event 

Nov 1 Last day of Early Voting 

Nov 1 LWV-R Social, La Madeleine, 9 am 

Nov 5 Election Day 

Nov 5 Last day to receive ballot by mail 

Nov 9 
LWV Redistricting Meeting, Richardson Civic 
Center Richardson Room, 10:30am 

Nov 9 CHIP at LH Junior High, 10am-1pm 

Nov 12 CHIP at Wallace Elementary, 5pm-6:30pm 

Nov 14 
LWV-CC Forum:  Affordable Housing in Collin 
County, Davis Library 6:30pm-8pm 

Nov 16 CHIP Help Session, St Barnabas, 9am-noon 

Nov 27 Early Voting, if run-off is needed 

Dec 2-10 Early Voting, if run-off is needed 

Dec 4 LWV-R Social, 6pm 

Dec 14 Runoff election, if needed 
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The League of Women Voters of Richardson is holding its annual Finance Drive this 
month.  Letters are going out to our members and contributors asking for donations.  
Our organization operates solely on contributions made by local community residents 
and businesses.  When your letter arrives, please consider making a donation to 
support our work on behalf of the residents of Richardson and the RISD. 
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Texas House Redistricting Committee 
to hold Public Input Hearings in  

Collin County and the Mid-Cities 

January 21 and 22. 

 

The Texas House Redistricting Committee is charged with conducting public input 
hearings as a first step to the redistricting process that will finish in 2021.  Hearings will 
be held in Collin County and the Mid-Cities on January 21, and 22, and citizens are 
invited to participate. 

 
The hearings serve an opportunity for citizens to influence the future state legislative and 
federal election maps.  Speaking up about your community is critical to ensuring district 
lines are drawn to keep your community whole and grouped with similar communities 
that have shared interests.  This ensures that your voice, and the voice of your 
community, is heard by your elected leaders in such decisions as the quality of the air 
you breathe, the quality of your child’s school, and how much you pay in taxes.  The 
hearings are also an opportunity for the public to encourage the committee to conduct a 
fair process open to public view and comment.  Despite representations made, the public 

input hearings have not been well publicized – so it’s critical to get 
the word out. These public input hearings may be one of the only 
opportunities ordinary citizens have to provide in-person, direct 
comments to the Committee about how districts should be drawn. 

 

The League of Women Voters will be holding a Citizen Training Event on Saturday 
November 9, 2019 at the Richardson Civic Center.  Featured guests include 

 Elisabeth MacNamara, the former National President of the League of Women 
Voters, 

 State Representative Ana-Maria Ramos, Texas House District 102, and 

 Dr. Robert Lowry from the School of Economic, Political and Policy Sciences at 
UT Dallas.  The League of Women Voters of Texas and the Texas Civil Rights 
Project will also be covering their testimony guides. 

 

To register for the training, please visit:  draw-the-lines.eventbrite.com 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/citizen-training-on-redistricting-tickets-77874461611
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Texas House Redistricting Committee to hold Public Input Hearings  

-continued- 

 

Grace Chimene, President of the League of Women Voters of Texas: 
 

“During the redistricting process, new district lines are drawn that impact 
the power of your vote and how you are represented in the Texas 
Legislature and in the US Congress.  We need people to watch when 
these new maps are drawn to guard against gerrymandering.  Our very 
democracy depends on a fair and open redistricting process, which can 
only be achieved with full and active participation by the general public.” 
 

 

The League of Women Voters' mission is empowering voters and defending democracy. 

We are nonpartisan. 

We never support or oppose political parties or candidates. 

 

 

See video of people who have already testified 
before the Texas House Committee on 
Redistricting. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Example of a gerrymandered district in our area: 
US House District 33 

How can people in Frisco and Rockwall have more in common 
than the people in Frisco and McKinney? 

Let your legislators know! 
  

Click here 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
https://youtu.be/DU41Y-Mvqn4
https://youtu.be/DU41Y-Mvqn4
https://youtu.be/DU41Y-Mvqn4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DU41Y-Mvqn4&feature=youtu.be
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League of Women Voters of Richardson members and guests 
Please join us for our monthly social gathering 

Friday, November 1st, 9:00 a.m. 

 
1320 West Campbell Road 

(NE corner of Coit and Campbell) 

 

Update on Home Safety Advocacy 
by Jean Richards 

 

Last spring, as part of the Local Program Planning process, LWV-R member Marcia Grau initiated a 
discussion concerning home safety in Richardson.  Much of the housing stock in Richardson was built in 
the 1960s and 70s.  Homeowners who live in aging neighborhoods are sometimes faced with sudden, 
unexpected problems that can affect the health or safety of the home’s residents.  Many of these problems 
can be quite costly to repair and require the services of licensed professionals. 
 
Many of our neighboring cities in the Metroplex have programs available to assist low- and moderate-income 
homeowners with the cost of urgent health- and safety-related repairs.  Some of these programs are paid 
for out of federal money and some are funded via local grants.  Richardson currently has nothing in place 
to assist residential homeowners who need immediate repairs to unsafe homes. 
 
At LWV-R’s 2019 Annual Meeting in May, there was discussion of initiating a local study on this issue.  It 
was decided instead to advocate with the city for the creation of a home safety program based on an existing 
LWV-US position that promotes health and safety in housing. 
 
Marcia Grau is leading our efforts in this area, working with Program VP Nancy Wilson.  In late July, Marcia 
and I met with Deputy City Manager Don Magner and City Councilperson and LWV-R member Mark 
Solomon do discuss home safety.  In that meeting, Mr. Magner suggested a “multi-faceted approach” which 
might incorporate existing programs, and also possibly a dedicated fund to be managed through the 
Network of Community Ministries.  Marcia and I then met with Network CEO Cindy Shafer, who indicated 
that Network would be willing to work with the city to develop and implement such a program.  This is a 
discussion in progress. 
 
The City Council is currently developing its Goals for 2020-21.  The first Council Goals meeting was held 
October 7.  The next was scheduled for October 21, and I had submitted an appearance card to speak 
during the Visitors’ Section of that meeting.  Due to the October 20 tornado that affected Richardson, the 
October 21 meeting was canceled.  I hope to address the City Council on this issue when the Goals meeting 
is rescheduled. 
 
I welcome input from LWV-R members on this topic, and will share that input with others working in this 
area.  I can be reached at president@lwvrichardson.org.   

 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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Voter Service Report 
By Ellen Steger, Voter Service Vice President 

November 5, 2019, Election 

What’s on the ballot? 
Proposed Amendments to the Texas Constitution 

All voters in the state will vote on ten proposed amendments to the Texas Constitution this November.  
 
Click on the following links for an analysis of the ten proposed amendments that will be on your ballot: 

 LWV-Texas Voters Guide  

 LWV’s Vote411.org  

 Texas House Research Organization 

 Texas Legislative Council 
 
 
Richardson ISD Board of Trustees 

Three RISD Board of Trustee seats will 
be on the ballot. These will be, for the 
first time, Single-Member District seats, 
meaning that only voters who live in 
each district may vote for their 
Trustee. For more information about 
this change, including a map of the 
new districts, click here. 
 
All candidates are listed in ballot order. 
 
Single-Member District 2 

 Eron Linn, incumbent 

 Vanessa Pacheco 
Click here to see the video of the LWV-

R forum for RISD District 2. 
 
Single-Member District 4 

 Taler BK Jefferson 

 Patricia Price Hicks 

 Regina Harris 

 Sakennia Reed 
Click here see the video of the LWV-R 

forum for RISD District 4. 
 
Single-Member District 5 

 Karen Clardy, incumbent, is unopposed  

Source:  risd.org 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
https://my.lwv.org/texas/election-information
https://www.vote411.org/
https://hro.house.texas.gov/pdf/focus/amend86.pdf
https://tlc.texas.gov/docs/amendments/analyses19.pdf
http://lwvrichardson.org/risdchanges.html
http://lwvrichardson.org/2019d2video.html
http://lwvrichardson.org/2019d2video.html
http://lwvrichardson.org/2019d4video.html
http://lwvrichardson.org/2019d4video.html
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November 5, 2019, Election (continued) 

Where/When do I vote early by personal appearance? 
Early Voting by personal appearance is conducted by your County Elections Department.  
 
Early Voting In-person: 
 
The only Early Voting date left for both Collin County and Dallas County is 

Friday, November 1  7:00 am – 7:00 pm 
 
To see a sample ballot and other election information, go to your County Elections Department 
website: 

Dallas County Elections Department 
(214) 637-7937 
www.dallascountyvotes.org 

Collin County Elections Department 
972-424-1460, extension 1990 (Metro) 
www.collincountytx.gov/elections  

 
Election Day Voting In-person 
 
Residents of Collin County and Dallas County may vote on Election Day (Tuesday, November 5, 
2019) at any Vote Center Location from 7am – 7pm. 

 Click here for Dallas County Vote Center locations on November 5th 

 Click here for Collin County Vote Center locations on November 5th  
 
Run-off Election, if needed 
If a run-off election is needed for the Richardson ISD District 4 election (4 candidates), the election 
will be held: 
 

Run-off Election:  December 14, 2019 

Early voting 
No voting 
Early voting 
Early voting 
Early voting 
Election Day 

Nov 27 ................... (Wednesday) 
Nov 28-29  ..... (Thursday - Friday) 

Dec 2 – 7 ......(Monday - Saturday) 

Dec 8 ........................... (Sunday) 

Dec 9 – 10 ... (Monday – Tuesday) 

Dec 14 ....................... (Saturday) 

8am – 5pm 
No voting – Thanksgiving 
8am – 5pm 
1pm – 6pm 
7am – 7pm 
7am – 7pm 

 

  

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
http://www.dallascountyvotes.org/
http://www.collincountytx.gov/elections
https://www.dallascountyvotes.org/wp-content/uploads/WEB-Election-Day-Polling-Locations-36.pdf
https://www.collincountytx.gov/elections/election_information/Pages/election_day.aspx
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New Voting Equipment 
Dallas and Collin Counties 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dallas County and Collin County have 

purchased the same new voting equipment 

for use in the November 5, 2019, election. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For a video of how to use the new voting 

equipment, click here. 

  

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ORqi__pupE0&feature=youtu.be
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Your League of Women Voters of Richardson has been busy 

 
We co-sponsored 2 
forums for Richardson ISD 
Board of Trustees with the 
Richardson ISD Council of 
PTAs 
 

View the forum for RISD 

District 2 candidates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View the forum for 

RISD District 4 

candidates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Your League of Women 

Voters of Richardson has 

registered 85 voters in the last 

2 months. 

 

 

Dallas County Voting Facts 

 As of October 27, 2019, there are 1,326,796 registered voters in Dallas County 

 As of Wednesday, October 31, 2019: 

o 24,815 people voted early in Dallas County.   

 Of those, 1461 voted at Richardson Civic Center, making it the 2nd 

busiest vote center in Dallas County. 

 1.8% of the registered voters in Dallas County had voted.  

RISD District 4 Trustee Forum 
Left to right:  Taler BK Jefferson (ballot position 1), Patricia 
Price Hicks (ballot position 2), Regina Harris (ballot position 
3), Sakennia Reed (ballot position 4) 

RISD District 2 Trustee Forum 
Left to right:  Councilman Steve Mitchell, Moderator;  Eron 
Linn (ballot position 1), Vanessa Pacheco (ballot position 2) 

LWV-R members 
Cathy Murphree and  

Nita Thomason at  
Huffhines Art Trails 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
http://lwvrichardson.org/2019d2video.html
http://lwvrichardson.org/2019d2video.html
http://lwvrichardson.org/2019d4video.html
http://lwvrichardson.org/2019d4video.html
http://lwvrichardson.org/2019d4video.html
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Affordable Housing in Collin County Forum 

Hosted by League of Women Voters of Collin County 
 

The League of Women Voters of Collin County invites the public to a free forum on 
Thursday, November 14, 6:30-8:00 pm, at Davis Library, 7501 Independence Parkway, 
Plano 75025. Find out what is considered affordable housing, county demographic 
trends, availability and need for affordable housing, and how housing impacts 
businesses and the economy.  
 
The panelists will be Todd Mark from the 
DFW Regional Housing Consortium, 
Earnest Burke from the Plano Housing 
Authority, Cristel Todd from the City of 
McKinney Housing and Community 
Development, and Mike Bell from the City 
of Plano. The moderator will be Stephanie 
Mace, United Way of Metropolitan Dallas 
Vice President of Strong Communities. 
 
Events at Plano libraries are not 
sponsored by the Plano Public Library 
System or the City of Plano. 
 
The League of Women Voters is a 
nonpartisan political organization 
encouraging informed and active 
participation in government. It influences 
public policy through education and 
advocacy.  The LWV never supports or 
opposes any political party or candidate. 

 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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By Martha Dorris (CHIP@lwvrichardson.org)  
 

During our application help session on Oct. 19 at St. Barnabas Presbyterian Church (St. B), two families 
completed application forms on-line and two families completed application forms via smart phones 
with the help of two outreach specialists from the Community Council of Greater Dallas (CCGD).  One 
other client arrived at noon and was encouraged to visit Network on Monday morning.  Sue Koehler, 
Joan Pask and I assisted with childcare and information distribution.   
 
I attended Thurgood Marshall Elementary School’s “trunk or treat” on Oct. 26 from 10 am to 1 pm.  It 
was busy.  Many families already receive benefits with CHIP or Children’s Medicaid, but the adults 
were uninsured.  Several families picked up information about Parkland Financial Assistance, 211 
assistance, and various clinics that serve clients on a sliding scale.  Two other vendors also asked for 
information and I invited two families who were not covered with any plan to our Nov. 16 application 
help session or to Network on Monday. 

 
The next application help session at St. B will be Nov. 16 from 9 am to noon.  We were 
invited to Hamilton Park Pacesetter Magnet School after school on Oct. 29 for their annual 
“CHIPS and salsa” event, to Lake Highlands Jr. High School on Nov. 9 from 10 am to 1 
pm, and to Wallace Elementary School on Nov. 12 from 5 to 6:30 pm.  Please check your 
schedules and consider volunteering to help with any of these events. 
 

The Trump administration released the change in the “Public Charge” rule. One of the results has been 
a “chilling effect” on families who fear that using benefits like CHIP will result in a denial of citizenship 
and other negative effects.   A discussion of what is current and links to other organizations following 
this issue can be found at http://covertexasnow.org/posts/2019/8/13/trump-administration-releases-
dangerous-public-charge-rule.  Ann Dunkelberg from the Center for Public Policy Priorities also has 
information on the “public charge” rule.  Funding for the outreach of nonprofit organizations to assist 
families to access government benefits has decreased steadily.  We are arranging a training session 
on CHIP/Children’s Medicaid application process to help alleviate the shortfall in staff to help with 
obtaining benefits. 
 
CHIP and Children’s Medicaid are HMO health insurance programs for children who don’t have 
insurance through the private sector.  Children must have social security numbers to receive benefits; 
that is, they must be legal residents or citizens and under 19 years of 
age.  Benefits include hospitalization, doctor visits, prescriptions, 
vaccinations, lab tests, eyeglasses, dental coverage, and more.  Pre-
existing conditions are covered.  We are encouraging on-line 
applications because they are faster and more secure.  
 
Training will be on a Saturday morning in January at St. B. (more details 
later).  John Stack from Network of Community Ministries is helping to 
arrange training through the Community Care Program.  To become 
certified to help, volunteers must have a background check (driver’s 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
mailto:CHIP@lwvrichardson.org
http://covertexasnow.org/posts/2019/8/13/trump-administration-releases-dangerous-public-charge-rule
http://covertexasnow.org/posts/2019/8/13/trump-administration-releases-dangerous-public-charge-rule
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license number requested) and agree that all information obtained from our families is confidential.  
Volunteers will be instructed in other aspects of these programs including how to assist families to 
effectively use the benefits.  All who are certified will be able to participate in webinars, be updated on 
changes in the rules for the programs and ask questions on-line.  
 
The form for the background check required by Health and Human Services will come to prospective 
trainees via email and must be completed before training. 

 
 

Please indicate if you are interested as soon as possible. 
Call me at 972-690-4908,  

email me at marthadorris1@outlook.com, or  
text me at 214-793-4712. 

 
 

I would like to have an email list to send John Stack.  We will ask for multiple trainers, firm up a date, 
and arrange to have computers available.  Thank you for considering being trained.  These families 
need our help.  Some families don’t trust the available sites which could help, like Health and Human 
Services, but will come to St. B.  
 
Thank all of you for your support and dedication to helping our families obtain insurance for their 
children. I encourage anyone who is interested to visit any of our events and meet our families. If you 
have time to assist in any event, your help is welcome.   Besides volunteers who can assist with the 
applications, we routinely need help to keep the children engaged for the parents to be able to complete 
the applications.  There are brochures and other information to hand out to our clients also.  
 

 

October 20, 2019 Tornado – How to help 
 
 

The Network of Community Ministries is a philanthropic partner that 
works with the City of Richardson [and the RISD] and provides food, 
clothing and other forms of assistance to those in need. The Network is 
requesting monetary, food and clothing donations to assist those in the 
tornado impacted areas and has volunteer opportunities for people 
wishing to donate time to stock food shelves or separate donated 
supplies. Additionally, the agency also has case managers who can assist 

individuals to find access to long-term support services.  
 

The City of Richardson’s Volunteer Coordination Center activities to process volunteers for tornado recovery 
efforts are consolidating to the Network of Community Ministries (741 S Sherman St, Richardson, TX 75081).  
People wishing to volunteer are encouraged to contact Network of Community Ministries at 972-234-8880 or 
thenetwork.org.  (From the City of Richardson website.) 
 

If you know someone who was permanently displaced due to storm damage, advise them to call the League of 
Women Voters of Richardson at 972-470-0584 so that we can assist them with a change of address for their 
voter registration. 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
mailto:marthadorris1@outlook.com
https://thenetwork.org/
https://www.cor.net/departments/communications/press-releases/severe-weather
https://pixabay.com/photos/tornado-funnel-twister-funnel-cloud-572504/

