
 

JUSTICE IS BLIND, 

But do I have to vote that way? 
Voting for judges in Texas 

 
 
 

Presenters 

Dr. Anthony Champagne 
Professor of History, University of Texas at Dallas 

 

Keven Ann Willey 
Editorial Page Editor, Dallas Morning News 

 
 

 

Moderator 

Jeff Wittington 
Senior Producer, KERA’s “Think” Series 

Host, KERA’s “Anything You Wanted To Know” 
 
 
 

  



 

 

  



  



Texas 
1845 
All judges appointed by governor with senate consent to 

six-year terms. 

 

1866 
All judges elected by the people. Tenure of supreme court 

justices changed to ten years, district court judges to 

eight years, and county court judges to four years. 

 

1869 
Supreme court justices appointed by the governor with 

senate consent to nine-year terms. District court judges 

appointed by the governor with senate consent to eight-year 

terms. County court judges elected by the people to four-

year terms. 

 

1876 
Supreme court justices elected by the people to six-year 

terms. Court of civil appeals created, with justices 

elected to six-year terms. District court judges elected by 

the people to four-year terms. County court judges elected 

by the people to two-year terms. 

 

1891 
Court of criminal appeals created, with justices elected to 

six-year terms. 

 

1965 
Amendment to the constitution provided for automatic 

retirement of district and appellate judges for old age, 

and created the state judicial qualifications commission to 

remove judges for misconduct and disability. 

 

 
  



CONTRIBUTION LIMITS 
 

A judicial candidate may not accept political contributions 

from a person that exceed certain limits in connection with 

an election. The contribution limits are: 

 

 

 $5,000 for candidates for statewide judicial offices; 

 

 

 $5,000 for candidates for courts of appeals, district 

courts, statutory county courts, or statutory probate 

courts if the population of the judicial district is 

more than one million; 

 

 

 $2,500 for candidates for courts of appeals, district 

courts, statutory county courts, or statutory probate 

courts if the population of the judicial district is 

from 250,000 to one million; and 

 

 

 $1,000 for candidates for courts of appeals, district 

courts, statutory county courts, or statutory probate 

courts if the population of the judicial district is 

less than 250,000. 

 

These limits apply to total contributions, both monetary 

and in-kind, from an individual or from an entity in 

connection with an election. 
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