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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
By Jean Richards 
 

In this time of social distancing, we are all learning how to conduct business remotely.  The League of 

Women Voters of Richardson’s board conducted its first virtual meeting in March, and it actually worked 

pretty well!  We will be holding our Annual Meeting virtually in May, and hope that it goes just as 

smoothly. 

The League of Women Voters of Texas held its biennial convention in March as well.  Many thanks to 

LWV-R members Pam Wren and Liz Harling, who served as our delegates this year.  There were a 

large number of delegates from local Leagues all around the state, making for a long afternoon’s work.  

We appreciate the effort our delegates made to participate. 

When we started putting together this issue of the VOTER, we did not think there would be much to 

report on.  Once we got started, however, it became clear that quite a lot is happening these days, 

despite the lockdown (or in some cases, because of it).  Please take the time to read through to find 

out what’s going on here and around the state. 

We’d also like to ask all members and contributors to encourage their family and friends to: 

• fill out their Census forms if they haven’t already done so; 

• make sure they are registered to vote at their current address; and 

• apply to vote by mail if they are eligible to do so. 

Voting is as important now as it has ever been.  Let’s do all we can to make it possible for voters to 

vote safely in upcoming elections. 

  

Calendar 

Date Event 

May 6 LWV-R Happy Hour, 7 pm on Zoom 

May 13 LWV-R Annual Meeting, 7 pm on Zoom 
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Wednesday, May 6, 7:00 p.m. 

LWV-R Member Virtual Happy Hour 

In preparation for our Annual Meeting, let’s get together for a virtual happy hour (beverages optional).  

LWV-R members will receive an email invitation to the happy hour.  At the appointed time, click on the 

link in the email.  If you have used Zoom for videoconferencing in the past, you should get right in.  If 

it’s your first time using Zoom, you may be asked to download Zoom, which only takes a few seconds.  

Once you have completed the download, join using your computer’s (or smartphone’s or tablet’s) 

microphone and video camera.  If your device does not have a camera, you can join using audio only.  

If you have an older computer with no camera or microphone, you can attach an external camera and 

microphone. 

 

We can use our happy hour time to catch up with one another, as well as to iron out any technical 

glitches anyone might have using Zoom.   

 

Wednesday, May 13, 7:00 p.m. 

LWV-R Virtual Annual Meeting 

All members of the League of Women Voters of Richardson will receive an email invitation to join our 

very first virtual Annual Meeting.  This is a very important meeting, at which we review the year’s 

accomplishments and vote on changes to our local positions and our bylaws.  We also elect new board 

members and adopt a budget for the coming year.  We end the meeting with a segment called “I wish 

the League would…,” during which members make suggestions for next year’s League activities and 

advocacy. 

 

Every attempt will be made to streamline the business of the meeting, while still providing the 

opportunity for members to have meaningful input.  All members should plan to attend this important 

meeting. 

 

 

 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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May Elections 
 
 

 

 

Richardson Independent School District 
Single-member District 3 

At-Large Place 6 

May 2, 2020 

November 3, 2020 
Texas Governor Greg Abbott issued a proclamation on March 18, 2020, that suspended provisions of 

the Texas Election Code.  Governor Abbott “strongly encouraged local election officials to take 

advantage of these waivers and postpone their elections until November.” 

Via a video conference on March 30, 2020, the Richardson ISD trustees voted unanimously to 

postpone the May election until November 3, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Texas Democratic and Republican 

Party Primaries 
The Texas Democratic and Republican Parties held primaries on 

Tuesday, March 3, 2020.  Not all races on the tickets were decided, so a 

runoff is needed for a few races. 

 

Primary Runoff 
May 26, 2020 

July 14, 2020 
On March 20, 2020, Texas Governor Greg Abbott issued a proclamation postponing the runoff 

primary election until July 14, 2020.  The postponement is aimed at eliminating large gatherings of 

people in confined spaces, which will help slow the spread of the Coronavirus. 
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How to Register to Vote While Social Distancing 
 
You can still: 

• register to vote, 

• change your address, or 

• change your name on your voter registration. 
 

Go to:  https://webservices.sos.state.tx.us/vrapp/index.asp  
Just print out a registration form and mail it to your county elections administrator. 
 
If you don't have a printer, go to:  https://register2vote.org/  
Fill out the form, and they will mail the completed form to you. Sign it and mail it to your county elections 
administrator. 
 
Find the address of your county elections administrator: 
https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/voter/votregduties.shtml  
 

Voting by Mail 
 
For the safety of all Texans, voters who are eligible should apply to vote by mail as soon as possible to 
alleviate the pressure on those who might have to vote in person and the poll workers who will have to 
brave the pandemic to protect democracy. 
 
Those eligible to vote by mail include those who are: 

• 65 years or older, 

• sick or disabled, 

• out of the county during early voting and election day, or 

• in jail but otherwise eligible to vote. 
 
Learn more here:  
https://my.lwv.org/texas/voting-elections/vote-mail  
 
Print an application to vote by mail here:  
https://webservices.sos.state.tx.us/forms/5-15f.pdf  
 
Request up to five applications here:  
https://webservices.sos.state.tx.us/vrrequest/bbm.asp  
 
Contact your county election official to request a stack of applications:  
https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/voter/votregduties.shtml  
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It doesn’t matter if you are a U.S. Citizen or not. 
 

If you are living in the United States on April 1, 2020, 
YOU must be counted in the 2020 United States 

Federal Census. 

• 55.8% Richardson response rate 

• 51.8% United States response rate 

• 47.3% Texas response rate 
 
The City of Richardson has sent communications to apartment managers to 
encourage their residents to respond.  If you don’t respond, a Census worker 
will come to your residence.  In this age of Covid-19, you don’t want people 
coming to your home! 

Respond to the Census!  

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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2020 Census Digital Action Weekend 
May 1-3 

 

 

Join Us! 
 
We have reached an important milestone in the 2020 
Census: More than half of the households in our nation 
have responded – that’s nearly 80 million responses! 
 

But we need the other half to respond! 
 
It’s not too late to respond to the 2020 Census while 
being safe and practicing social distancing at home. 
Once you have responded, please encourage your 
family, friends, and loved ones 
to complete the census, too. 
 

Get Resource Guide 
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Board meeting on April 8, 2020 
 

 
 

The board of directors of the League of Women Voters of Richardson held its first virtual meeting using 

Zoom last month.  Members prepared written reports which were emailed in advance of the meeting, 

allowing us to conduct our business in record time. 

 

The board: 

• Voted to ratify three e-votes taken since the prior board meeting:  to incorporate changes into 

the proposed bylaws sent to LWVTX for review; to ask the RISD Council of PTAs to cosponsor 

the RISD candidate forum; and to suspend all in-person gatherings of the League of Women 

Voters of Richardson until further notice. 

• Voted (belatedly) to accept the financial review of the 2018-19 fiscal year conducted by Chuck 

Lace last July. 

• Reviewed reports on the state of LWV-R’s finances, membership, website, and Voter Service 

plans.  

• Accepted the reports of the Bylaws Committee, Budget Committee, and Nominating Committee. 

• Accepted the report on the Local Program Planning meeting; voted to recommend retaining all 

existing local positions as is; and voted not to recommend any new study topics for the coming 

year. 

 

Many thanks to Secretary Vicki Barrett. 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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Our website is getting a new look! 

 
 
Since 2005, the website of the League of Women Voters of 

Richardson has been built using a template created by LWV-

California, League Easy Web (LEW).  LWV-California has 

decided to discontinue the LEW template entirely later this year, 

and is encouraging Leagues to move to a much more expensive 

product of theirs.   

 

 

Last fall, the LWV-Richardson board voted to create an entirely new website, using the online service 

Wix.  With help from LWV-Collin County’s Ruth McGuffey and LWV-R member Tom Barrett, we began 

the process of designing a site that looks a lot like LWV-Collin’s website.  Tom has put in countless 

hours of work over the last several months copying content from our old site to the new one. 

 

 

Once the transfer is completed, voters will be able to view the new website at the same web address, 

www.lwvrichardson.org.  Many thanks to Tom, who plans to stay on as webmaster.  A screenshot of 

the “look” of the new website is below. 
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LWV-Texas Developments 
 

Vote by mail lawsuit 

The League of Women Voters of Texas is one of the parties in a lawsuit to allow all Texas voters to be 
able to vote by mail if they are concerned that voting in person might affect their health.  The current 
statute allows several categories of people to vote by mail (over 65, out of the county, in jail, or 
disabled). 

The Texas Election Code (Section 82.02) defines disability as “a sickness or physical condition that 
prevents the voter from appearing at the polling place on election day without a likelihood of needing 
personal assistance or of injuring the voter's health [emphasis added].” 

A State District Court judge has issued a temporary injunction in the case, allowing all voters who risk 
exposure to the coronavirus if they vote in person to ask for a mail-in ballot under this definition.  The 
state plans to appeal, and it is expected that the case will go to the Texas Supreme Court. 
 

Evaluation of county Elections Department websites 
 

The League of Women Voters of Texas conducted its fifth survey of Texas county websites in late 
February and early March 2020.  LWVTX members evaluated the Election Department websites of the 
254 counties in Texas, placing each in one of six categories, from “Inadequate” to “Outstanding.” 

Both Collin and Dallas Counties were rated “Outstanding” in the survey. 

Summary of Texas Counties Election Website Review Findings: 

• Texas Primary review found overall improvements in county election websites with a tripling of 
the number of outstanding and very good websites. 58 counties were rated with outstanding 
websites and 37 with very good websites. However, the majority of county websites (159) were 
rated good to inadequate. 

• Only 165 Counties (65%) provided any information or link to Vote by Mail information. 
Vote by Mail is an important option for voters during the health crisis we are all facing.  

• Ease of finding voting information has improved from 2016 where only 74 counties had an 
identifiable word like voting or election to 207 counties in the Texas primary election review. 

• Our website security review found only 13 counties (up from 11 in 2019) provide a government 
verified “.gov” domain site URL where voters will feel confident they are at the right website. 

• Most counties need to update their websites to be in compliance with new election laws. Voting 
and election information are critical to allow citizens to participate in our democracy.  

• We found that 129 counties provided voting and election information for voters with disabilities, 
96 for voters in the military or overseas and only 31 for students or first time voters. 

• Only 61% or 155 counties provided any information in Spanish. “State and federal laws require 
all voting materials to be translated into Spanish statewide” according to SOS Election Advisory 
No. 2015-05. 

• Only 69% or 174 counties provided a direct link to the Texas Secretary of State voting web site, 
www.votetexas.gov. 

 
Full Report: 2020 Texas Primary Election County Website Review 
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By Martha Dorris (CHIP@lwvrichardson.org)  
 

The March 14th application help session was cancelled due to the Coronavirus.  It was impossible to 
contact the families who might be planning to attend, so we posted information at every entrance at St. 
B on how to receive help via Children’s Health and other sites along with the cancellation notice.  Two 
people took the information and one contacted me to ask questions.  The remaining help sessions in 
April and May are also cancelled. 
 
Texas Health and Human Services has temporarily waived renewal requirements for CHIP, Children’s 
Medicaid and other program clients during the COVID-19 Crisis to maintain continuity of coverage.  
Georgetown University Health Policy Institute has a report on the Families First Coronavirus Response 
Act as related to these insurance programs. 
 
Crystal Perez, the specialist at Children’s Health, sent me the following information to share on the 
easiest way to obtain unemployment benefits.  I think that many of us may know someone who might 
need to know this.  Please share as you see fit. 
 

• Create an account here (this website is partnered with the workforce commissions 
unemployment website). Stop once you get to building your resume.  

• Now you are ready to apply for unemployment benefits.  Log on here using the user ID & 
password you created for the Work in Texas website (above). 

• Once you reach the end of your application it will ask for a PIN number.  Call this number:  Tele-

Serve automated telephone system 1-800-558-8321 to create or reset a PIN number.  

• Be sure to check your email to validate and confirm receipt of all correspondence. 
 

*Please note the TWC website is extremely slow right now, and the best 
time to use the website for TWC is after 8 pm.  

 
Thank you for your support for these programs which are even more important now than ever before. 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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