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This VOTERS GUIDE is a community service to voters of the City of Richardson and the Richardson Independent School District.  
Candidate responses published in this guide were obtained by means of a questionnaire sent to each candidate.  Responses are 
printed exactly as received and must meet word limits.  Excess words in a candidate’s response have been replaced with an ellipsis 
(…). 
 

This guide is published by the League of Women Voters of Richardson and funded by the League of Women Voters of Texas 
Education Fund through donations from Richardson area residents and businesses.   The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan 
political organization, encourages informed and active participation in government and works to increase understanding of major 
public policy issues. 

In this VOTERS GUIDE: 

Election Information .....................................................................................................................Pages 1-2 
Places 3-5 Richardson ISD Board of Trustees candidates’ responses to questions ...................Pages 3-4 
Places 1-7 Richardson City Council and Mayoral candidates’ responses to questions ...............Pages 5-8 

ELECTION INFORMATION 
Important Election Dates: 

In-person early voting period April 29 – May 4 (Monday through Saturday) 
May 5 (Sunday) 
May 6 - 7 (Monday through Tuesday) 

8:00am - 5:00pm 
1:00pm - 6:00pm 
7:00am - 7:00pm 

Last day to apply for ballot by mail May 3 (RECEIVED date)  

Election Day May 11 (Saturday) 7:00am – 7:00pm 

Runoff Election, if necessary June 15 (Saturday)   
 

Early Voting:  Early voting by personal appearance is conducted by your County Elections Department.  Dallas County registered 

voters may vote at any early voting location in the county.  Early voting will be held at Richardson Civic Center, as well as other 
locations throughout the county.  For Collin County, early voting will be held at various locations throughout the county, including the 
Plano ISD Administration Center.  For a complete list of early voting times and locations, go to your County Elections Department 
website, listed on page 2. 
 

Richardson residents who live in Collin County and wish to vote early must vote in a Dallas County early voting location for the 

Richardson Mayoral and City Council election and in a Collin County early voting location for Collin County races.  Renner 
Frankford Library is an early voting location for both counties. 
 
 
 

Election Day:  Polls are open Saturday, May 11, 2013, at your local precinct polling place from 7am to 7pm.  For a complete list of 

polling places, go to your County Elections Department website, listed on page 2. 

 
Richardson residents who live in Collin County and wish to vote in the Richardson Mayoral and City Council election and in the 

Collin County races can vote at their local precinct polling place.  There will be a different ballot for the City of Richardson election 
and for the Collin County elections, but both elections will take place at the local precinct. 
 

 
 

What form of identification do I need in order to vote? 
To vote, all registered voters need their registration card -or- any one of the other approved forms of ID as listed below: 

 A driver’s license or personal 
identification card issued to you by 
the Texas Department of Public 
Safety. You may also bring a similar 
document issued to you by an 
agency of another state, even if the 
license or card has expired; 

 Your United States passport; 

 A form of identification that contains 
your photograph and establishes 
your identity; 

 A birth certificate or other document 
confirming birth that is admissible in 
a court of law and establishes the 
person’s identity; 

 Your United States citizenship 
papers; 

 Official mail addressed to you by a 
governmental entity; 

 A copy of a current utility bill, bank 
statement, government check, 
paycheck, or other government 
document that shows your name and 
address. 

 

© 2013 League of Women Voters of Richardson.  No part of this VOTERS GUIDE, including formatting, 
may be used or reprinted (except for personal use by individual voters) without express permission.  

http://www.lwvrichardson.org/


May 2013 VOTERS GUIDE                                                                                                           LWV-Richardson 

 - 2 - 

 
Richardson residents who live in Dallas County will vote for Richardson City Council and Richardson ISD Trustees (both included in 
this VOTERS GUIDE). 

 
Richardson residents who live in Collin County will vote for Richardson City Council (included in this VOTERS GUIDE), Plano ISD 
Trustees, and Collin College Trustees.  Information about the Collin County races can be found on the League of Women Voters of 
Plano/Collin County website at www.lwvcollin.org. 

 
To see a sample ballot and other election information, go to your County Elections Department website: 

Dallas County Elections Department 
(214) 637-7937 
www.dallascountyvotes.org  

Collin County Elections Department 
972-424-1460, extension 1990 (Metro) 
www.co.collin.tx.us/elections  

 
 

Richardson City Council .............................................................................................................. www.cor.net  
 

All members of the City Council are elected for two-year terms on a nonpartisan basis.  Beginning with the May 11, 2013, election, 
the Council is made up of Places 1-4 (one member elected from each of the City’s four quadrants), Places 5-6 (two members 
elected with no geographical restrictions), and Place 7, Mayor (with no geographical restrictions).  All seven members are elected 
by the entire city. 
 
This is the first election in Richardson’s history where the citizens vote for their mayor.  The proposition on the ballot in the 
November, 2012 election passed 3:1 allowing direct election of the mayor in Richardson. 
 
Council members are responsible for hiring the City Manager, appointing the City Attorney, City Secretary, Municipal Court Judges, 
City Health Officer and citizens to the City’s boards and commissions. The Council is also responsible for passing City ordinances, 
planning for capital improvements, issuing and selling municipal bonds, purchasing and selling property, establishing City 
departments, determining City services, approving the annual budget, and setting the City’s tax rate. The City Manager is 
responsible for the City’s daily operations, hiring department heads, supervising the City personnel, directing and coordinat ing all 
municipal programs, enforcing all municipal laws and ordinances, and recommending an annual budget. 
 
 
 

Richardson Independent School District Board of Trustees ................................................................................... www.risd.org  

 
Richardson Independent School District voters elect seven (7) board members to serve three-year staggered terms. All seven are 
elected at-large and serve without compensation.  Service on the board is voluntary and members must complete extensive 
orientation as well as continued training throughout their terms. 
 
The Board of Trustees has the executive power and duty to govern and oversee the management of RISD. Acting as a collective 
body, the Board sets the direction for the school district. Some of the Board's general responsibilities include: 

 Setting district policies and supporting administrators and teachers in the execution of those policies. 

 Employing and evaluating the superintendent. 

 Adopting the annual budget. 

 Levying/collecting taxes and issuing bonds. 

 Performing specific duties imposed by the state. 
 

The 2013 Richardson ISD Board of Trustees whose terms do not expire this year: 
 
 

 
 
 

Visit the webpage of the League of Women Voters of Richardson at: 
http://www.lwvrichardson.org 

for 

 City of Richardson Mayoral and City Council Candidate online VOTERS GUIDE 

 Richardson ISD Board of Trustees Candidate online VOTERS GUIDE 

 City of Richardson and Richardson ISD election information 

 Links to other information sources 

 
Follow the League of Women Voters of Richardson on Twitter @LWVRichardson 

 

  

Place 1 
Adam Meierhofer 

Place 2 
Kim Caston 

Place 6 
Kim Quirk 

Place 7 
Karen Ellis 

http://www.lwvcollin.org/
http://www.dallascountyvotes.org/
http://www.co.collin.tx.us/elections
http://www.cor.net/
http://www.risd.org/
http://www.lwvrichardson.org/
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Bonnie Abadie Kris Oliver 
Place 3 

Karen Holburn 

Place 5 

 

RICHARDSON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
For candidate responses to more questions, go to www.lwvrichardson.org 

Places 3 & 5, Ballot Position 1 (1 candidate on each ballot) Place 4, Ballot Position 1 (3 candidates on the ballot) 
Name 2 things that make you the better candidate for this office.  (75 word limit) 

 
 

No photo No photo 
Submitted submitted 

No response 

As a parent of kids in the district, I 
advocate for gifted students via my role 
with Richardson Gifted and for all 
students as a board member of the West 
PTA. These roles keep me current on 
research and issues in education and 
give me a stronger commitment to 
improving education. I am also a 
successful small business owner who is 
already well known in the community 
through my many volunteer positions and 
business networking. 

 

What are your goals as school board trustee?  (100 words) 

No response 

I have so many goals to accomplish if elected to the school 
board. Some of these are consistency in teaching across the 
schools, investigating options to offer a magnet that requires 
testing for admission, recess policies (or lack of a policy on 
recess), and finding ways to entice families who have chosen 
private or charter schools or are homeschooling to come back 
to RISD. I want to provide open communication between 
parents and the school board so that members are more 
aware of the issues from a parent’s perspective. 
 

Should the school board try to influence state legislation concerning public education?  Why or why not? 
(100 words) 

No response 

I most definitely believe the school board should try to 
influence legislation with regard to education. As the legislature 
has to deal with every single law being written, school board 
members concentrate on education matters which makes them 
more in tune with what is occurring in education. 
 

One of the primary responsibilities of the Board of Trustees is managing the district’s finances.  What financial 
skills and experience do you have that will enable you to manage a $250 million budget?  (125 words) 

No response 

I am a successful small business owner who started a 
company from the ground up. Within a year, I had paid off the 
initial investment and was showing a profit. Within three years, 
the business was our sole source of income. I know how to cut 
unnecessary expenses in order to meet budgets. If the money 
isn’t there to spend, you can’t spend it. I manage the day to 
day operations of North Dallas Martial Arts including the 
bookkeeping, budgeting, accounts receivable, and payable. 
Today we are successful enough to discontinue renting and 
are building our own space. I would be bringing that business 
acumen to the district’s budget. 
 

 

Richardson Board of Trustees Candidate Forum 
Sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Richardson 

 

Tuesday, April 16, 2013           7pm 
Richardson ISD Administration Building Auditorium 

400 S. Greenville Avenue 
Richardson, TX 75081 

 
Do you have a question you want the candidates to answer at the forum?  Email it to voterservice@lwvrichardson.org 

Questions that are emailed are given the same consideration as questions submitted at the forum. 
Questions will be screened according to League of Women Voters of Texas Guide to Candidates Forums 

 

mailto:voterservice@lwvrichardson.org
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RICHARDSON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
For candidate responses to more questions, go to www.lwvrichardson.org 

Place 4, Ballot Position 2 (3 candidates on the ballot) Place 4, Ballot Position 3 (3 candidates on the ballot) 
Name 2 things that make you the better candidate for this office.  (75 word limit) 

I have far-reaching experience and 
relationships in policy development and 
legislative advocacy, and am deeply engaged 
in advocating for RISD and public education 
on a daily basis. I am not driven by a single 
agenda, but rather student-centered and 
striving to govern RISD to reach its goals 
through innovative best practices, profound 
curriculum, high quality human capital, 
efficient and effective operations, high 
academic achievement and growth for all 
students in a safe and secure environment. 

 

I have strong ideas, a clear vision, and will be 
a fresh voice for the RISD Board of Trustees.  
I’m passionate about RISD and our children 
and know that I can make a positive 
difference.  
 
In addition to my ideas and vision, I possess 
strong leadership abilities.  I’m an excellent 
collaborator, but will staunchly defend issues 
for which I’m passionate.  I am honest, an 
effective communicator, and a creative 
problem-solver.  

 

What are your goals as school board trustee?  (100 words) 

I am committed to fulfilling RISD’s vision and mission, ensuring 
that RISD provides full opportunities for all students to learn, 
grow and succeed and be prepared for their global future. 
RISD must continue to apply the best, most innovative 
educational practices to serve all students at the highest level. 
We must seek and retain high quality teachers and principals, 
and utilize profound curriculum to serve all our students and 
student populations. We must remain proactive on the 
policy/legislative fronts to fight for funding and advocate for 
legislation that furthers our mission rather than hindering 
operations and removing resources. 
 

I want to ensure that each child has every opportunity to reach 
his or her full individual potential.  I have an intimate 
understanding of our system and will bring a “parent” voice to 
the Board.  Taxpayers deserve a return on their investment.  
They rightly expect graduates of our system to make positive 
contributions to our society as educated, productive and 
compassionate citizens.  I will advocate for our special 
populations of students who need extra support.  I want 
learning to be an exciting experience for all students and think 
this can best be achieved with less emphasis on high-stakes 
testing. 
 

Should the school board try to influence state legislation concerning public education?  Why or why not? 
(100 words) 

Absolutely. Advocacy and legislative engagement is a primary 
function of a School Board Trustee. A locally elected official 
“entrusted” with representing and governing our community’s 
school district, holds the authority and direct responsibility to 
advocate on it’s behalf and on behalf of our taxpayers and 
shareholders with other elected officials. I have extensive 
advocacy experience, and the knowledge, relationships, 
commitment and passion to work directly with state legislators 
on behalf of RISD. I am currently engaging state legislators on 
issues of funding, personnel management, testing, the 
accountability system, graduation requirements, and increased 
local control and flexibility for district operations. 
 

Absolutely.  We should fight for localized control of our system, 
as our Constitution intended.  We are dependent on state 
funding and are responsible to the State to adhere to rigorous 
mandates.  We must demand that the State either provide 
adequate funding resources so that these mandates can be 
met, or we must demand that the State alter the mandates so 
that we can achieve them with the resources we are given.  
We should speak up when we feel the State’s mandates are 
interfering with our ability to effectively meet the needs of our 
students. 
 

One of the primary responsibilities of the Board of Trustees is managing the district’s finances.  What financial 
skills and experience do you have that will enable you to manage a $250 million budget?  (125 words) 

I have extensive Texas school finance knowledge and RISD 
historical perspective that is invaluable in both developing and 
managing RISD’s budget. I have represented RISD on the 
Citizen Budget Review Team, and the Board Budget Sub-
Committee and Bond Committees. As the previous Executive 
Director of a national education non-profit, I was responsible 
for both the fundraising and management of a $450,000 
annual budget for multiple years. In this time of diminished 
revenues, it is vital for experienced Trustees to oversee our 
financial and business operations with high standards to 
ensure every dollar is used responsibly to fulfill our priorities. 
My funding priorities for the next budget cycle include 
increasing personnel salaries and increasing staff allotments to 
manage student growth and growing class sizes. 
 

I have a bachelor’s degree in business.  I have experience 
working with a large budget from my employment with Cornell 
Cooperative Extension.  However, I believe the most useful 
skill I can provide in managing a $250 million budget is my 
ability to make wise, informed decisions regarding allocation of 
our resources.  RISD’s Mission Statement and District 
Improvement Plan set the initial spending priorities for the 
district.  I enjoy research and feel this is a critical component to 
deciding how resources should be allocated.  It will be 
imperative to have information from all departments regarding 
their funding needs.  It can also be helpful and informative to 
compare RISD’s proposed budget to other similar districts’ 
budgets. 

  

Rachel 
Chumney 

Lanet Gray 
Greenhaw 
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RICHARDSON CITY COUNCIL 
For candidate responses to more questions, go to www.lwvrichardson.org 

Place 1, Ballot Position 1 (1 candidate on the ballot) Place 2, Ballot Position 1 (1 candidate on the ballot) 
Name 2 things that make you the better candidate for this office.  (75 word limit) 

Thirty-seven years of technical and 
managerial experience at Texas 
Instruments. 
 
Ten years serving on the Richardson City 
Council, including four years as Mayor Pro 
Tem and two years as Mayor. 
 
 

 

I would like to thank the residents of 
Richardson for the past two terms and 
express my appreciation to them for the 
opportunity to serve for another term. 

Do you think direct election of the mayor will affect the functioning of the city council?  If so, how?  If not, why not? 
(75 word limit) 

The City Council will continue to function as it always has with 
the citizens of Richardson always at the forefront.  The mayor 
must realize that he/she must be a team player and only has 
one vote just like the other councilmen and that the City 
Charter must be strictly adhered to. 
 

I am very hopeful that whoever is elected as the Mayor will 
continue to work with the elected members of the Council in 
the same productive manner as the Mayor and Council have 
worked over the past 50 plus years. 
 

What is your vision for the future of Richardson?  (150 word limit) 

My vision of the future Richardson is a city with redeveloped 
neighborhoods, revitalized retail, great transit-oriented 
developments along the DART and Cottonbelt transit systems, 
a vibrant business community that provides 60% of the tax 
base and a place with great parks, trails and the other 
amentities where people will want to live and work. 
 

My vision for our city is that we will continue on a planned path 
of expansion and re-investment that will continue to enhance 
our neighborhoods and the commercial sections of our city so 
that Richardson will continue to be the great place it is to live, 
work, learn and play. 
 

Do you support the creation of a citizen commission to conduct a comprehensive review of the City Charter over 
the next two years?  Why or why not?  (100 word limit) 

Yes.  A comprehensive review of the City Charter is mandatory 
after the election in November, 2012, where the direct election 
of mayor was approved.  There were several areas of the 
charter written in the petition that were in conflict with other 
provisions and these must be corrected.  Also, the previously 
defined grammar errors and inconsistencies should be 
corrected at the same time. 
 

The current City Charter was amended by a vote of the 
citizens in the November, 2012 election so as such it cannot 
be amended for until the 2015 election cycle.  If the Council 
determines that there are sections of the Charter that would 
better serve the citizens if changed I would not oppose a 
review. 
 

 
 

 

Richardson Mayoral and City Council Candidate Forum 
Sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Richardson 

 

Wednesday, April 24, 2013           7pm 
Grand Hall, Richardson Civic Center 

411 S. Arapaho Road 
Richardson, TX 75080 

 
Do you have a question you want the candidates to answer at the forum?  Email it to voterservice@lwvrichardson.org 

Questions that are emailed are given the same consideration as questions submitted at the forum. 
Questions will be screened according to League of Women Voters of Texas Guide to Candidates Forums 

 

 
  

Mark 

Solomon 
Bob Townsend 

mailto:voterservice@lwvrichardson.org
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RICHARDSON CITY COUNCIL 
For candidate responses to more questions, go to www.lwvrichardson.org 

Place 3, Ballot Position 1 (1 candidate on the ballot) Place 4, Ballot Position 1 (1 candidate on the ballot) 
Name 2 things that make you the better candidate for this office.  (75 word limit) 

Since I am unopposed, I guess everything.  
More seriously, there is no one who works 
harder to understand issues brought before 
City Council and citizens’ concerns than me.  
I will continue to been responsive and 
accessible by email, text, phone, and 
meetings around the clock. My commitment 
to City Council responsibilities is a priority in 
my life. 
 

I am along time Richardson resident and have 
put in over 15 years of work on the signs 
control board, the city plan commission, the 
park and rec board and the last 2 years on the 
city council 

Do you think direct election of the mayor will affect the functioning of the city council?  If so, how?  If not, why not? 
(75 word limit) 

Yes. The mayor controls meeting execution and sets the 
council agenda. If someone is elected who has an agenda 
contrary to the majority of the other elected officials, 
unproductivity, frustration, and gridlock could occur as it does 
at state and federal levels.  The price of the campaign for 
Place 7 has increased tenfold which could have candidates 
answering to PACs and special interest groups.  The mayor’s 
race is priced out of the average citizen’s reach. 

 

I don’t feel the election of the mayor will affect the functioning 
of the city since he will still only have one vote. 

What is your vision for the future of Richardson?  (150 word limit) 

Richardson is the place for businesses to be and the place for 
residents to enjoy a quality of life that is second to none. 
 

Here is my vision for Richardson: 
 

First, structure the city’s budget to ensure that the city’s 
“bones and organs” are healthy and maintained.  Priority 
must be placed on repairing aging roads, streets, alleys, and 
sidewalks. 
 

Secondly, continue to focus on revitalizing aging areas, 
promote innovative retail and entertainment like Alamo 
Drafthouse and multiuse developments like Bush/Renner 
TOD, and capitalize on our high tech and college town 
identity.  We must capitalize on our biggest asset – the best 
location in DFW and home to a growing major university, 
UTD.  
 

Third, continue to attract big and small businesses.  This 
increases the city’s tax base which allows for continuation of 
quality city services and fair pay and benefits to our public 
workers.  Our current Economic Development programs are 
working. 

 

The next ten years for Richardson look very bright.  
Richardson’s single family values should remain strong.  With 
the many corporate employment opportunities in Richardson 
and the new ones coming to Richardson (State Farm in recent 
announcements) the outlook remains to be strong also. 
 
The transportation throughout Richardson will remain a major 
concern.  With more people and cars coming to Texas / 
Richardson it will be imperative we stay up with our current 
stance on transportation.  We need to continue to develop our 
mass transit facilities.  The Cotton Belt could be a very large 
piece in the development in Richardson as well as North 
Dallas area. 

Do you support the creation of a citizen commission to conduct a comprehensive review of the City Charter over 
the next two years?  Why or why not?  (100 word limit) 

I would be in favor of appointing a citizen commission to 
review specific ordinances that are found to be outdated or in 
conflict with recent state legislation and to clear up the newly 
formed conflicts added when direct election of Mayor was 
changed.  These few items are known and the commission 
should be focused.  But, a comprehensive review is 
unnecessary, in my opinion. The City Charter is a constitution 
for our city.  Much like the U.S. Constitution, the City Charter 
is largely a timeless document that has founding, well-
thought out principles to guide the governance of the city.   

 

I currently would support a partial charter review to clean up 
the outdated portions of the charter. 

Kendal Hartley Scott Dunn 
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RICHARDSON CITY COUNCIL 
For candidate responses to more questions, go to www.lwvrichardson.org 

Place 5, Ballot Position 1 (1 candidate on the ballot) Place 6, Ballot Position 1 (1 candidate on the ballot) 
Name 2 things that make you the better candidate for this office.  (75 word limit) 

I bring a balance of both business experience, 

shaped through my work in the Telecom 

Corridor and my community involvement that 

was nurtured when I participated in the 

Richardson Chamber of Commerce’s 

Leadership Richardson development 

program.  It was there that I began to 

understand the various organizations 

throughout the city in which I could participate. 

 

My years of community service and 
productivity as a councilman.  As a 32 year 
Richardson resident, I have served on the 
City Plan Commission and Sign Control 
Boards, and have been a member of 
Community Revitalization Award Committee, 
Leadership Richardson, Citizens Police 
Academy, Citizens Fire Academy, 
Greenwood Hills Neighborhood Association, 
and Richardson Rotary Club.  As a four term 
councilman, I have consistently championed 
solutions to neighborhood, revitalization, and 
redevelopment issues which face our city. 

 

Do you think direct election of the mayor will affect the functioning of the city council?  If so, how?  If not, why not? 
(75 word limit) 

I don’t believe there will be any substantial affect on the 

function of the Richardson City Council.  In our form of 

council-manager government the mayor has a vote just like 

the other council members.  He or she is elected every two 

years and subject to the same term limits as the other council 

members.  The mayor has the same input as other council 

members to the agenda which is set by the city manager. 

 

No.  The city charter gives the mayor very little formal 
authority, and only one vote just like the remaining six council 
members.  If the mayor or any council member has an agenda 
item they want passed, they must work closely with the 
majority of the council to do so.  This is why the ability to build 
consensus is important for our next mayor. 
 

What is your vision for the future of Richardson?  (150 word limit) 

I believe Richardson should strive to be the most open and 

transparent local government in the state. Our citizens 

demand and deserve no less than full access to all legally 

open information related to the city.  Richardson has had a 

consistently strong and increasingly diverse business 

community, one that provides strong city revenues and 

important employment opportunities for our citizens. I plan to 

continue promoting the vision and goals stated in the current 

economic development plans.  Richardson has been blessed 

with neighborhoods of all types and sizes reflecting our 

diverse population and strong family values.  I will be an 

advocate for maintaining this vibrant community.  There is 

more to living in a city than going to work or attending school. 

Richardson offers many cultural opportunities through its 

festivals, events, entertainment venues and alliances with 

various cultural organizations.  As a councilman, I intend to 

strongly support their continued success. 

 

We will become a more dense, revitalized city.  To manage 
this increased density, we must continue to follow our recently 
updated comprehensive land use plan.  While traditional single 
family homes will always be the “bedrock” of our community, 
we will see more zero lot line homes, patio homes, 
townhomes, and duplexes being built due to escalated land 
values and redevelopment costs.  We will see more vertical 
development along our major transportation arteries, yet done 
in a way which does not impact adjacent neighborhoods.  
Around our rail stations (and not in our neighborhoods), we will 
have apartments and condominiums which will cater to both a 
young workforce and “empty nester”/seniors.  With this density, 
we must still maintain, enhance, and protect our open spaces, 
while maintaining a high percentage of homeownership/owner 
occupied dwellings, where possible. 
 

Do you support the creation of a citizen commission to conduct a comprehensive review of the City Charter over 
the next two years?  Why or why not?  (100 word limit) 

I would support the creation of a citizen commission to 

conduct a comprehensive review of the City Charter.  Given 

that the charter has not been reviewed in over two decades 

and the recent charter election to change how the mayor is 

elected was so overwhelmingly supported, this might be the 

right time to do this.  

 

Yes.  Our city has not had a full charter review since 1989, and 
the time has come where this must occur.   We must appoint a 
citizen charter review committee who will examine our charter 
in regard to governance and state law compliance, then make 
their recommendation, if any, to the city council.  This 
recommendation must occur in time for the next available 
charter election date. 
 

 In-person early voting period April 29 – May 7 
 Last day to apply for ballot by mail May 3 (RECEIVED date) 
 Election Day May 11 (Saturday) 
 Runoff Election, if necessary June 15 (Saturday)  

Steve Mitchell Paul Voelker 
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RICHARDSON CITY COUNCIL PLACE 7 - MAYOR 
For candidate responses to more questions, go to www.lwvrichardson.org 

Place 7, Ballot Position 1 (2 candidates on the ballot) Place 7, Ballot Position 2 (2 candidates on the ballot) 
Name 2 things that make you the better candidate for this office.  (75 word limit) 

I bring three decades of living in 
Richardson, the last 15 years working 
to improve and build upon a successful 
foundation…including serving as mayor 
pro tem.  
 
As we directly elect our mayor, what is 
most needed is a leader who 
understands the importance of 
collaborating and working well with 
others. I have a proven track record in 

this community of being a leader who is a consensus builder 
and can bring challenging situations into fruition. 

 

Principled leadership and track 
record make me a better candidate 
for Richardson Mayor. I’ve proven 
to be a principled leader when it 
counts. When there was pressure to 
vote against your ability to directly 
vote for Mayor, I fought for your 
right while my opponent led the 
effort against it. My track record of 
working hard on the council and 
helping organizations around like 

our schools, hospital/cancer center, and Richardson YMCA is a 
differentiator.  

 

Do you think direct election of the mayor will affect the functioning of the city council?  If so, how?  If not, why not? 
(75 word limit) 

The roles and responsibilities of the mayor have not changed 
with direct election, only the manner elected.  Richardson has 
a history of quality leaders serving and I do not see that 
changing now or in the future.  While there is currently an 
increased focus on the mayor, I believe that once the election 
is over, the overall functioning of the council will remain the 
same.   

 

I do not think that the direct election of our Mayor will affect our 
City Council function. Meetings have and will continue to be 
influenced by the way the Mayor runs them. I will run meetings 
that will encourage input from every council member, especially 
when the issue is challenging. Doing this will help us more 
carefully craft a better solution for our City and come to a 
consensus more often. 
 

What is your vision for the future of Richardson?  (150 word limit) 

Richardson is a City that we are all proud to call home, 
whether you are the resident who sleeps here at night or the 
employee that calls Richardson your work home during the 
day.  As you drive through Richardson, you feel good about 
your community. You feel safe.  You know that the roads are 
taken care of and there are amenities you can enjoy in good 
neighborhoods with strong schools.  And, your taxes are 
manageable and in your opinion a good value for the services 
you receive.   We meet the diverse needs of a diverse 
community. And if we manage to succeed in those areas, 
Richardson might be a place that the next generation of 
residents will consider calling home because we have 
successfully made an older city newer. 

 

The Richardson of tomorrow will preserve what makes us great 
while changing to fit the needs of an even more vibrant City. Our 
neighborhoods will be among the most attractive in the region 
with park amenities that our residents desire. 
 

UTDallas will expand as an economic engine providing research 
and intellectual capital empowering more companies in the 
future. Our schools will provide exemplary education 
opportunities at every level. 
 

Our business base will include clusters that create diverse 
growth. Richardson’s accessibility will be unequaled by way of 
rail including the Cotton Belt and our transportation corridors will 
be redesigned to facilitate multiple transportation options 
including bike and pedestrian traffic.  
 

Ultimately, our City will be the place of choice to live in the 
Region. It will provide the best options in education while also 
being rich in the Arts.  It’ll be a place that businesses and 
individuals proudly call home. 
 

Do you support the creation of a citizen commission to conduct a comprehensive review of the City Charter over the 
next two years?  Why or why not?  (100 word limit) 

With the mayoral election change, I believe the community 
must do a comprehensive Charter Review. We will have close 
to two full years to complete the review before any changes 
can be put up for citizen vote. 
 
I believe we owe it to Richardson residents the commitment to 
take the time required to do a Charter Review right.  We will 
need to open the opportunity to serve on the commission to 
the entire community through an application/interview process.  
Meetings will need to be televised and there will need to be 
significant City leadership and community input throughout the 
process. 
 

I advocated for the creation of this commission last year when 
my opponent opposed it. I made the argument then that our 
charter had not been comprehensively reviewed in the last 20 
years, but was reviewed 4 times in the previous 20. Most cities 
will review their charter every few years in order to find any 
outdated or irrelevant items. I continue to support the review and 
will advocate for the creation of a charter review commission 
made up of residents.  
 

 

Amir Omar Laura Gibbs Maczka 


