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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
By Jean Richards 
 
Summer is usually a pretty quiet time for the League, but the last few weeks have been VERY busy.   

• Several of our members attended a Regional Training presented by LWV-Texas. 

• Both Dallas and Collin Counties will be rolling out new voting machines in November.  Ellen 
Steger and I attended a demo of these machines, which are electronic but also print a paper 
version of your completed ballot, which is then counted. 

• We have a Richardson ISD trustee election coming up in November, with single-member districts 
on the ballot for the first time!  Ellen and her Voter Service team are busy getting ready for this 
groundbreaking election. 

• There will also be ten proposed amendments to the Texas Constitution on the ballot in 
November. 

• We are beginning to plan a November 9 public meeting on Redistricting, which we will cohost 
with LWV-Dallas and LWV-Collin.  If you think that Redistricting is still a long way off, read the 
article on pages 4 and 5 below. 
 

Speaking of Redistricting, Nancy Wilson contributed the following op-ed: 
 

One person, one vote is one of the foundations of democratic government.  Fair Redistricting is a crucial 
step in the process.   

Yes, without fair Redistricting it is not possible for each citizen’s vote to count equally.  Help keep U.S. 
democracy strong by learning about and advocating for fair redistricting. 

TEXANS DESERVE FAIR REDISTRICTING!  

Calendar 

Date Event 

Sept 6 LWV-R Social, La Madeleine, 9 am 

         21 CHIP help session, St. Barnabas 

         21 Health Fair at Islamic Association of North TX 

         24 National Voter Registration Day 

Oct 2 LWV-R Social, Café Gecko, 6 pm 
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Voter Service Report 
By Ellen Steger, Voter Service Vice President 

 

As you know, on February 11, 2019, a U.S. District Court granted the Richardson ISD permission to 

postpone its 2019 Board of Trustees Election, scheduled for May 4, 2019, until the November 5, 2019 

General Election.  This gave the board time to complete a transition from the at-large elections of all 

trustees to a 5-2 system:  5 single-member districts and 2 at-large districts. 

 

Newly-created Districts 2 (Eron Linn, incumbent), 4 (Katie Patterson, incumbent), and 5 (Karen Clardy, 

incumbent) will be on the ballot on November 5, 2019. 

 

 

 

• Two people have filed to run for election in District 2 (listed in ballot order): 

o Eron Linn, incumbent 

o Vanessa Pacheco 

 

 

 

 

 

• Katie Patterson, incumbent, resigned from the board, effective August 16, 2019. 

Katie Patterson was first elected to the Richardson ISD Board of Trustees in 

2016.  She has recently moved out of the RISD district, making her ineligible 

to serve on the board.  At their August 12th regular board meeting, RISD 

Trustees voted unanimously to accept Katie’s resignation.  The seat will 

remain vacant until voters elect a new trustee on November 5, 2019. 

 

 

 

• Four people have filed to run for election in District 4 (listed in ballot order): 

o Taler BK Jefferson 

o Patricia Price Hicks 

o Regina Harris 

o Sakennia Reed 

 

 

 

 

• Karen Clardy, incumbent, has filed to run for election in District 5.  She is uncontested. 

 

  

Forum for District 2 Candidates: 

• Thursday, October 17, 2019 

• 7pm 

• Berkner High School Lecture 
Hall 

Forum for District 4 Candidates: 

• Wednesday, October 16, 2019 

• 7pm 

• Hamilton Park Pacesetter 
Magnet auditorium 
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Dallas County and Collin County 
 

Dallas County Elections and Collin County Elections 

have purchased the same new voting equipment that 

will be rolled out for the November 5th election. 

 

Dallas County only 
Dallas County is switching to vote centers for both 

Early Voting and for Election Day voting. 

 

Collin County has had vote centers for several years. 

 

 

 

 

Voter Registration 
 

The League of Women Voters of Richardson had a table at the 14th 

Annual Health Fair held at St. Barnabas Presbyterian Church on 

Sunday, August 11, 2019. 

 

Volunteer Deputy Registrars Cathy Murphree, Marcia Grau, and Ellen 

Steger registered voters in both Dallas and Collin Counties. 

 

 

 

Another voter registration drive was held at Forestridge Elementary’s 

Meet the Teacher Night on Thursday, August 29, 2019 

 

Volunteer Deuputy Registrars Jean Richards and Ellen Steger 

registered voters in Dallas County. 

 

 

 

 

September 24, 2019, is 

National Voter Registration Day 

• New Election Equipment 

• Vote Centers 
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REDISTRICTING: 
What is it, and why is the League of Women Voters concerned about it? 

by Jean Richards 
 

Every ten years, immediately after the results of the U.S. Census come out, the 50 states engage in a process 
known as Redistricting.  In Texas, this process is used to re-draw the district boundary lines to ensure equal 
representation for the following:  U.S. House, State Senate, State House, State Board of Education, and state 
judicial districts. 

 Texas House Districts     

            Dallas County 
 
      < 1998-2000 
         2002-2010 > 

THE REDISTRICTING PROCESS 
 
Each state chooses how it goes about the process of Redistricting.  In some states, new district maps are created 
by independent Redistricting Commissions, which are organized in such a way that their efforts should not favor 
one political party or the other.  In Texas, new district maps are created by the Texas Legislature during its 
regular biennial session. 
 
If the Texas Legislature: 

• cannot come to an agreement on new districts during the regular session, or  

• if the governor vetoes the legislation creating those new districts, or  

• if the Legislature’s plan is found to be invalid by final judicial ruling within 90 days,  
the Texas Constitution says that the new districts will be chosen by a Legislative Redistricting Board made up of 
five people.  Those five people are the lieutenant governor, speaker of the house, attorney general, comptroller, 
and commissioner of the general land office. 
 
Redistricting works best when representatives of more than one political party are responsible for creating new 
boundary lines.  If one political party controls the Texas Legislature, or if one political party dominates the offices 
making up the Legislative Redistricting Board, there is a greater likelihood that district boundary maps will be 
manipulated to favor that political party.  This manipulation is known as partisan gerrymandering. 
       

 Texas Senate Districts     

             Dallas County 
 
      < 1996-2000 
         2002-2010 > 

OUR POSITION 
 
The League of Women Voters wants the Redistricting process in Texas to be fair and open.  There should be 
ample opportunities for members of the public to speak to the legislative committees, not only about how their 
own district boundaries should be drawn, but also about the process itself.  Additionally, proposed maps being 
considered by the Legislature should be available to the public, and public input should be solicited before those 
maps are adopted. 
 
The League of Women Voters of Texas has an extensive library of resources on the topic of Redistricting on 
their website.  If this is a topic that interests you, it is well worth it to look through their materials. 
 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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THE 2020 REDISTRICTING PROCESS IN TEXAS HAS ALREADY BEGUN 
 
The Texas House Redistricting Committee has published a schedule of public hearings they will be holding 
around the state.   During these hearing, members of the public can give input on the topic of Redistricting.  The 
first House Committee hearing in the state will be held on September 10, 2019.  Locally, hearings will be: 
 

• October 9 Fort Worth 

• October 10 Dallas 

• January 21 Collin County 

• January 22 Mid-Cities 
 
Hearings will continue throughout much of 2020, but these four are the only ones scheduled in the Metroplex.   
 

The Texas Senate also has a Redistricting Committee.  They have not yet published a schedule of public 
hearings. 
 

Elections for the Texas Legislature are scheduled for November 3, 2020.  All seats in the Texas House will be 
on the ballot, while about half of Texas Senate seats will be on the ballot.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE TIMETABLE FOR REDISTRICTING: 
 

• January 12, 2021 Texas Legislative session convenes 

• February 21, 2021 Results of U.S. Census expected to be delivered 

• March 12, 2021 Deadline to file bills in Texas Legislature (including Redistricting) 

• May 31, 2021 Texas Legislative session adjourns 
 
As you can see from this timetable, there will be less than three weeks between the time the Legislature receives 
the 2020 Census data and the time they must file bills based on that data.  There will also not be a lot of time 
for public input before those bills will be voted on by the Legislature. 
 

LWV-SPONSORED PUBLIC MEETING 
 
In order to prepare for Redistricting, the League of Women Voters of Dallas, Richardson, and Collin County will 
be holding a jointly sponsored public meeting on November 9, 2019, at the Richardson Civic Center.  In 
addition to presenting information about Redistricting, the program will also provide training for members of the 
public who wish to testify before one of the Legislative Redistricting Committees.  More information about this 
forum will be published in upcoming VOTER newsletters. 

 
In September 2019, the League of Women Voters of Dallas will be holding a training for members of the public 
who wish to testify at either the Dallas or Fort Worth public hearings.  If you would like more information about 
that training, please email president@lwvrichardson.org.  

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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Get answers to these and other questions 

about Redistricting: 

 

November 9, 2019 

10am 

Richardson Civic Center Richardson Room 

What is redistricting? 

Are ‘safe districts’ bad? 

In Texas in 2016: 

Data provided by LWV-TX 
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Your League of Women Voters will be staffing 

 a voter registration table at this Health Fair. 
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Membership Minute  
By Nita Thomason 
 
It’s that time of the year! Dues are due.  

• An individual membership is $54  -or-  

• A membership for two people in the same household is $81.  
 
Mail your dues check, made payable to League of Women Voters of Richardson, to 

League of Women Voters of Richardson 
300 North Coit Road, Suite 125 

Richardson, TX 75080 
 
As a member, you will: 

• have the opportunity to participate in local, state, and national League work 
• get exclusive civic information you can trust 
• know that your membership adds to our grassroots strength 

 
We have a new policy at the National and State levels to encourage young people to join the League.  
LWVUS and LWV-TX are offering free student memberships. Since LWV-Richardson has no local 
dues, students may currently join LWV-Richardson for free. If you know a student who is 16 years of 
age or older, encourage them to join the League of Women Voters of Richardson.  
 

Use the form below or the membership form on our website:  www.lwvrichardson.org  
 

If you have any questions, please contact the LWV-R Membership Chair:  
Nita Thomason 

Membership@lwvrichardson.org 
 

 
 

Mail this form with your check for membership dues to:   

League of Women Voters of Richardson, 300 North Coit Road, Suite 125, Richardson, TX 75080 
 

Name______________________________________________ Additional member in household  ____________________  

Address______________________________________________ City______________________ Zip Code  ___________  

Phone (home) _____________________ Phone (work/day) _____________________ Cell phone  ___________________  

Email address____________________________________________________ Amount enclosed $  __________________  

$54.00 one member           $81.00 two members same household           free one-year student membership 

Dues are not tax deductible. Please write your check to: League of Women Voters of Richardson 

  

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
http://lwvrichardson.org/join.html
http://www.lwvrichardson.org/
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LWV-TX Regional Training 
 

On Saturday, August 10th, several members of the 

League of Women Voters of Richardson attended 

a Regional Training presented by LWV-Texas 

and hosted by LWV-Collin County. 

 

There were presentations about the census and 

redistricting; diversity, equity, and inclusion; and 

an update on plans to celebrate the 100th 

anniversary of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution, which gave women the right to vote.  

 

We were very pleased to learn that the immediate 

past president of the League of Women Voters of 

the United States, Elisabeth MacNamara, is now 

a resident of Richardson, Texas!  Her home is in 

the Collin County portion of the city, and she has 

decided to become a member of LWV-Collin.  (A 

person can only be a member of one local 

League, and Elisabeth had three to choose from.)  

We look forward to seeing and working with 

Elisabeth in the coming months.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

LWV-R Members at Training 
Nita Thomason, Keith Burgess, Jean Richards, 

Ellen Steger, Cathy Murphree 

Training August 10, 2019 in Collin County 

Training Attendees 
Ellen Steger, Susan Majors, Keith Burgess, Nita 

Thomason, Elisabeth MacNamara (immediate past 
President of LWV-US), Jean Richards, Grace 

Chimene (current President of LWV-TX). 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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By Martha Dorris (CHIP@lwvrichardson.org)  

 

During the Annual Health Fair at St. Barnabas Presbyterian Church (St. B) on August 11, we talked 
with at least 71 families, 49 of those were highly encouraged to follow up with an outreach specialist 
at our Sept. 21 application help session at St. B, with Network, or with the Community Council of 
Greater Dallas (CCDG), or the WIC Clinic.  It was a busy and productive day. 
 
On July 25, Kathleen Keys, co-chair of the Health Fair Committee at St. B, and I met with Kristen 
Benford, the new Director of Health Services for RISD, who expressed her support for our CHIP and 
Children’s Medicaid outreach plans.  Subsequently, Ms. Bedford has alerted her staff of the help 
sessions at St. B. and encouraged them to invite us to events when appropriate.  The Richardson ISD 
Council of PTAs has agreed to publicize our events and has delivered hard copies of the flyers for the 
Sept. 21 help session to the presidents along with electronic copies for possible publication in the 
newsletters.  Network, the WIC Clinic, and the Boys and Girls Club at St. B and have flyers for their 
clients. 
 
On August 30, I visited with Denise Huginnie, Chief of Staff at the CCGD, to pick up information about 
the insurance programs to distribute during the year.  I learned that the grant they had been expecting 
was not awarded and they would have only one staff member to direct the CHIP/Children’s Medicaid 
efforts this year.  However, Ms. Huginnie assured me that the help sessions at St. B would be put on 
the schedule.  Any on-site events at RISD campuses will not be covered by the CCGD. 
 
Our first application help session will be from 9 am to noon in the computer room at 
the Boys and Girls Club (east) entrance at St. B on Sept. 21.  Thank all of you for 
your support and dedication to helping our families obtain insurance for their 
children. I encourage anyone who is interested to visit any of our events and meet 
our families. If you have time to assist in any event, your help is welcome. 
 
The Trump administration has released the change in the “Public Charge” rule, the fallout of which 
could be huge.  We participated in commenting about this rule change last year. The Dallas Morning 
News published an editorial on August 17 “Undercutting Legal Immigration:  Trump’s ‘public charge’ 
interpretation is a harsh attack on one of America’s strengths.”  A discussion of what is current and 
links to other organizations following this issue can be found at 

http://covertexasnow.org/posts/2019/8/13/trump-administration-releases-dangerous-public-charge-rule. 
Please consider how you can respond. 

mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org
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